Life of Faith Newsletter   
September 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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      Celebrations
Birthdays


     Anniversaries
9/2   Shasta Hughes
                
   

  9/1 Nick & Kasey Leali
9/9   Robin Swank

9/26 Randy Piwnicki                 9/2 Mike & Sharon Leali

9/13 Mike Leali

9/26 Trinity Ingram                   9/24 Rick & Ann Marie Callebs


9/16 Stephanie Caldwell
9/29 Joe Churak



9/17 Emily Boggs

9/30 Ann Marie Callebs

9/18 Don Morgan





9/20 Micky Flaker


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
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“With malice toward none: with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”  President Abraham Lincoln (excerpt from his 2nd Inaugural Address) 


Fresh from my Ironton text study today with my Lutheran colleagues, President Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address was mentioned as a resource for sermons preached on September 11th, the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 acts of terrorism.  Just about everyone can remember where they were the morning of September 11, 2001 and the days that followed.  I was outside our Wilmington home walking our dog, Maggie, when our neighbor approached me and asked if I had seen the news reports and if Paul was out flying that day.  I rushed inside, turned the TV on and watched in horror along with people all over the world as the events of that morning were replayed over and over.  Luckily Paul was there at the house with me where he would be for several days since all of the United States was pretty much a no-fly zone.


Now, almost ten years have passed.  For many of those who experienced personal loss that fateful day, the pain still is as raw as if it happened yesterday.  For others, there is emotional distance from the horror of that day, yet after effects remain.  Mere mention of the date September 11th churns up feelings and distinct memories. During these years our country has engaged in two long wars attributed in part to the events of September 11th.  Most recently, the U.S. military apprehended and killed Osama bin Laden, the person who took credit for orchestrating the attacks of September 11th. 







The pain and suffering that we as Americans associate with terrorism began that day and has continued ever since.  The date is etched in our nation’s collective consciousness. However, it is important to note that for others around the world, that day is the day we experienced the degree of pain other nations and peoples have experienced far longer. September 11th was a day the tragedies of the world came to our shores. 
As we approach this anniversary of our national tragedy, I’ve found it interesting that our lectionary texts designated for that Sunday deal with forgiveness.  So I thought I would end this article with some quotes on forgiveness that I’ve found helpful.

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover the prisoner was you.”  Unknown source
“We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive.  He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power of love.  There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us.  When we discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies.” Martin Luther King, Jr.
Not to forgive is to be imprisoned by the past, by old grievances that do not permit life to proceed with new business.  Not to forgive is to yield oneself to another’s control…to be locked into a sequence of act and response, of outrage and revenge, tit for tat, escalating always.  The present is endlessly overwhelmed and devoured by the past.  Forgiveness frees the forgiver.  It extracts the forgiver from someone else’s nightmare.”   Lance Morrow
See you in church!

     Pastor Robin


Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please re-register your Kroger Plus cards for the new cycle to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.  For the second quarter of our participation in the program, we earned over $185.00. This is what 20 participants earned…just think how much we would receive if all of our members participated in this program! As with last quarter’s check, the money will go into youth funds. 

Also, our congregation is registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             _Date  
   Attendance          Offering
                          July 3

      36
           $2,632.00

August 7

45
        $4,721.39
July 10

      55
           $1,237.00

August 14

39
        $1,028.00
July 17

      43
           $1,671.00

August 21
    
40
        $1,358.00

July 24
      
      42             $1,200.25  

August 28

47
        $2,364.00        July 31

    47
           $1,650.97


   
Confirmation class offered in the fall!  Confirmation classes will begin Sunday evening, September 11th.  The class will run from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (light meal included) twice a month and is open for middle school age students and those who have not had catechism classes before (youth only please).  As this will be an intense one-year course, regular attendance will be very important, along with church attendance.  The youth will be confirmed on Reformation Sunday, October 28, 2012. Please contact Pastor Robin for more details.
The 2012 National Youth Gathering will be July 18-22, 2012, in New Orleans, Louisiana.  Registration will open in October, and a $150 nonrefundable deposit per person will be due.  Any teenager going into 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th grade or having just graduated from high school at the time of the Gathering is eligible to register as part of a congregational group.  If you have a high school age youth who might be interested in attending the Gathering, please let Pastor Robin know as soon as possible.  This would be a really nice opportunity for the kids but would also involve some fundraising as a church and some periodic meetings to build up fellowship for those involved. 
Middle school and high school students, mark the date!  January 27-29, 2012 is the weekend for the next Youth Encounter Quake Zone in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Pastor Robin and Pastor Scott Baker at New Life Lutheran Church in Gallipolis have been talking about doing a youth event together.  Early bird registration ends 10/19/2011 when a $50 registration fee is required for each participant.  The cost for this weekend is $132.00 plus food and transportation.  Attend a Quake or Zone event and let your faith grow when you experience awesome speakers, participate in fun activities and rock out to Christian music!
Youth Sunday School News  Thank you for all who have volunteered to help out with our youth Sunday School this fall.  We have five volunteers who will each teach a 6-week session.  We could still use one more volunteer.  We will be using The One Room Sunday School curriculum by Abingdon Press.  Sunday School for our youth will begin at 9:00 a.m., on Rally Day Sunday, September 11th.  Hope to see you there!
Rally Day Potluck  Want an opportunity to try out that new recipe? – You’re in luck!  On Sunday, September 11th, we’ll have a potluck dinner after worship in celebration of youth Sunday School and Confirmation classes beginning.  Be on the lookout for more details and sign-up sheets.  
Worship and Music Report from July 19th meeting
The Worship & Music Committee met on July 19.  As the congregation is aware, we are using a new-to-us hymn-based liturgy in August.  In addition to the changes in music, the new liturgy brings with it weekly communion.  In September, after we have had a chance to sing through the new liturgy for a month, the Worship & Music Committee would like your opinion on the hymn-based service.  Would you like us to use the service again?  Why or why not?  The committee would also like your opinion on weekly communion.  Weekly communion is a topic that will be discussed over the next few months and the Worship & Music Committee will be a place for many of those discussions.  
The committee also discussed changing the call to worship on a weekly basis.  Bob Swank does an excellent job of preparing us for worship every Sunday, but there is plenty of opportunity for other congregation members to greet us through song.  If you are interested in singing the call to worship/introit, please let Pastor Robin or me know by September 18th.  We are asking for a different leader each week in October, which means we need five volunteers total.  Singers can work with Lynn and Pastor to find a call to worship/introit.

As always, please feel free to bring any worship concerns to me or another committee member.  The Worship & Music Committee will meet again on Tuesday, September 6 at 6:30.
 
Heather Duda
Calendar notes:
Sept. 1
 Noon Bible Study
Sept. 4  We begin using Setting 2
Sept. 5
 Labor Day---the office is closed
Sept. 6  Worship & Music Committee at 6:30 pm

Sept. 7 JMA at Cardo's at 12:30; Choir at 6:30 pm
Sept. 8 Noon Bible Study; Jackson Food Pantry Board at 2:30 at CUMC
Sept. 11 Sunday School begins; confirmation class begins;  Pot Luck Dinner following the service
Sept. 13  WELCA at 10:30 AM
Sept. 14 Noon Bible Study; NO CHOIR 

Sept. 15 Volunteer appreciation for Jackson Food Pantry volunteers at 3:00 pm at Faith Lutheran Church

Sept. 18 church council meets
Sept. 20 Women of Faith at 6:30 PM
Sept. 21 Noon Bible Study; NO CHOIR
Sept. 19--24 Apple Festival
Sept. 25 Parish/Pastor Support Committee

Sept. 28 Noon Bible Study; Choir at 6:30 pm 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Tinker family.  Al Tinker died on the evening of August 26th.  There will be a memorial service at the church on a date to be determined.  
Notes from Carol...
The Southern Ohio Synod is hosting Synodfest 2012 in the Cincinnati area June 6--10, 2012.  There will be Retreat and Learning Activities for Rostered Leaders; Worship, Fellowship, Education, Music and Family activities for everyone; and the Synod Assembly will be held the morning of June 9.  Check out the poster on our bulletin board.
Faith Lutheran's food pantry has been quite busy which means supplies can fall short of need.  To help take care of this issue, we have applied for an ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant, requesting $2400.00.
Pastor Robin with help from Jamie and a tiny bit of input from Carol has worked diligently to complete the grant application.  These grant requests are judged in November, and, if we're successful in our plea for help, grant money begins to arrive in February.
We have also received notice from Rev. Bob Davis, the County Coordinator of the Food and Shelter Program, about the 2012 Emergency Food and Shelter Program grants distributed through the Department of Homeland Security.  There is a meeting to discuss the distribution of these funds on Tuesday, August 23.  I will be present at this meeting to attempt to acquire some of these funds for our food pantry.
Sunday School and Confirmation classes for our younger members will begin on September 11.  Thanks to all who have volunteered to help.  You make this happen!
We will hold a Pot Luck Dinner on Sept. 11-- a kick-off for our Sunday School season.  The meat--ham and chicken-- will be provided.  Karen Ingram and Roseanna Hughes will provide some kind of sign up sheet to round out the delicious menu for this celebration meal.
The time frame around Labor Day signals the resumption of choir.  Welcome back to those regulars who year after year commit to membership; thank you so much for everything you add to the Sunday worship service.  We sincerely appreciate your voices, but I'd be willing to bet we have others in this congregation who would enjoy the fellowship of our choir practices.  Maybe you should join us this year.  We don't have tryouts and could probably supply a bucket if necessary.
We should graciously thank all those who participated in the August 13 clothing giveaway.  I'm sorry I missed this activity, but the Rocky Mountains were certainly inspiring.
The Pastor/Parish Relations Committee has selected Roseanna Hughes to be chair and will operate with 5 members.  Please remember that this committee is an appropriate vehicle for your comments, praise, concerns, etc.


Walking Together                                                                                                                       
    
Rain is falling as I write this, rain to help grow the crops and clear the air and replenish the wells and other water supplies. Our pantry is filling quickly with excess garden produce, canned and ready for the winter months ahead.  You and I will sleep tonight in a country whose citizens are not at open war with one another, driving innocent families from their homes. 
Far from the peace and plenty of Ohio, Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, and other countries in the Horn of Africa and the East Africa region are experiencing the worst drought in 60 years. Two years of sporadic rain – and the driest year since 1951 – have resulted in severely reduced access to drinking water and major crop and livestock loss. The UN estimates that 11.6 million people are at risk, including 2.2 million malnourished children. 500,000 of these children face imminent life-threatening conditions. 
On the eastern border of Kenya, one refugee camp, originally designed to hold 90,000 people, now has a population of nearly 400,000. New refugees arrive daily, most malnourished and many also ill. Some have walked up to 30 straight days and hundreds of miles to find food and water.
For most of us, these are numbers and conditions we cannot begin to imagine. We feel called to help. We remember Jesus and his family were refugees in Egypt. We know Christ has called us to care for the hungry, the homeless, the stranger, the “least of these.”  But for many of us, providing food and shelter for our families takes virtually all the income we have. We have also read and seen the news reports on aid that never reaches those who need it, aid that is siphoned off by those in power. And so we ask, how can we help, and how can we know our help will reach those in need? 
The good news is that we are helping, and helping productively, through our weekly offerings here at Faith. The ELCA has learned through trial and error that the most effective response is done through relationship, that wherever we go Christ is already working there, and that the local population is almost always the best resource for determining and implementing the needed response. And so, in the drought and famine in Africa, the ELCA is working through the Lutheran World Federation, which administers the major refugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia. The ELCA – and we are the ELCA – is also working with our companion churches in the affected areas.
The needs vary from region to region. In refugee camps, the ELCA is helping to provide clothes, shoes, plastic sheets and tents.  Children and the elderly who are too weak to eat dry food are receiving an enriched porridge. Repairing water access and harvesting structures and installing water tanks at schools are increasing reliable access to water.  And in Kenya, host to many of the refugees, livestock vaccinations and de-worming are helping to protect and promote the health of the animals that families rely on for income security. 
United with our Christian brothers and sisters, we are making a difference through our prayers, our gifts, and our support. “God’s work. Our hands.” The ELCA signature has never been more meaningful. What a blessing you are! 













        Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Information for this article, and additional information on the work of the ELCA in disaster response, may be found on the ELCA website: http://www.ELCA.org/disaster. 

Women of Faith

    Women of Faith study group will begin their exploration of the Book of Mark on Tuesday, September 20th. As usual, we will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church. All women are welcome! 
If you are willing to lead this first session, please contact Peg for the materials. 

Lay School of Theology
    It is not too late to register for this fall’s class: Preaching the Gospel and the Mission of God. This course is a great opportunity to gain more understanding in sharing the gospel and articulating how God has been and is at work in the lives of people of every age through his Word. Full information and registration form may be found on the narthex bulletin board, or contact Peg Grimes.

Faith Events September 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	                         
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	Noon Bible Study
	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship & Holy Communion 


	Labor Day – office closed
	6:30 pm Worship & Music Committee

	6:30 choir practice 

Ministerial meeting at 12:30 at Cardo’s

	Noon Bible Study; Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	               14                                           
	               15                               
	16
	17

	9am Sunday School;Youth Sunday School Resumes
10 Worship
11 Potluck

6:00 pm Confirmation 
	
	10:30 WELCA 
	Noon Bible Study;  6:30 choir practice

	
	
	

	              18
	19
	20
	               21                                       
	22
	23
	               24                          

	9am Sunday School;      10- Worship & Holy Communion
11 Council

	
	6:30 pm Women of Faith
	Noon Bible Study;  6:30 choir practice

	
	
	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	

	9am Sunday School;       10 Worship
11 Parish/ Pastor

Committee

6:00 pm Confirmation 
	
	 
	Noon Bible
Study;  6:30 choir practice 

	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in September


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


September 4   Ron Cheatwood


September 18  Phyllis Michael





Serving in September


Readers


September 4       Mary Lynn Vititoe 


September 11      Ron Cheatwood


September 18      Phyllis Michael


September 25     Lynn Boothe














