Life of Faith Newsletter   
August 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations
Birthdays


8/1 John Oehler

8/20 Kasey Leali

8/27 Suzanne Jenkins

8/8 Wyatt Fischer

8/23 Reba Thacker


8/15 Mary Lynn Vititoe
8/24 Thelma Chose            8/31 Karen Greever

8/17 Rick Callebs

8/26 Carla Jordan


Anniversaries
8/16 Lynn & Pam Boothe

8/19 Jay & Ruth Chose

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
“I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. “   (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)                                                                                               
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When I walked into the sanctuary of our church for the first time almost a year ago, one of the first things that caught my eye is the beautiful stained glass window, with the wheat, grapes, and wine and the words, “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Often these words are also carved in the communion tables of churches all around our country.  



What does the Sacrament of Holy Communion mean to you?  What do you think about as you take communion?  This past month I’ve been asking members of Faith, both young and old, about their experience of Holy Communion and have been touched by their replies.  “When I take communion, Jesus is saying that he’ll always be there to take care of me,” “Communion means that Jesus died on the cross for me,” “I would like to have communion every week because I never know when it’s going to be my last time,”  “I don’t get to church very often because of my work schedule, but I like to have communion when I come,” and “Communion is spiritual nourishment – it helps me get through the week to come.”  Communion is an integral part of our Lutheran worship service and has been since the days of the early church.  In this article, I would like to talk about this precious sacrament and its history in our church.


The sacrament of Holy Communion, often called the Lord’s Supper, Eucharist, and the Sacrament of the Altar, is one of the most important acts of worship that we can do.  From the earliest of the Christian followers, we know that the early church gathered frequently and celebrated communion as much as they could.  For centuries the Christian church has practiced weekly communion.   There have also been well-documented times in history in which the Church has denied people the opportunity to participate in this gift from God, not just priests.  In recent decades the Church has sought to return to its earliest roots in the faith in regard to the practice of this Sacrament.  For over 30 some years the Lutheran Church has been increasing the frequency of Holy Communion in worship.  Weekly communion is now the most common practice in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  


According to the “Means of Grace” document found on the ELCA website, Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.  Principle 35 says, “According to the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Lutheran congregations celebrate the Holy Communion every Sunday and festival.  This confession remains the norm for our practice.  The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained.”  We take Holy Communion because of Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.  It is a defining mark of being a Christian.  And a Lutheran one.


The worship and music committee and our church council are exploring the practice of Holy Communion at Faith.  It is my great hope that we will move toward weekly communion.  This decision to move to permanent weekly communion is not going to be made right away but after education, discussion and much prayer.  Some people might not be comfortable taking communion weekly, and this is perfectly okay; no one will be forced to participate.  You will always have the freedom to not come forward if you do not desire.  In addition to the theological practice of communion, there are other advantages as well.  Often people cannot make Communion Sundays and are here on other days and miss the opportunity.  Sometimes this special sacrament can add meaning to people including those who may be in church for worship in the midst of a struggle going on in their lives, those who are feeling a stronger need of a sign of God’s grace, presence and forgiveness or those who may soon be facing surgery.  This practice then provides the opportunity to experience the gift of God’s sacrament.  I ask you to prayerfully consider the importance of Holy Communion in your lives and in our church as we seek God’s direction about this practice.

See you in church!

     Pastor Robin
Sermon series on Matthew 14 in August

During the month of August, Pastor Robin is doing a sermon series based on Matthew 14 and John Ortberg’s book, If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat.  Come worship with us as we look at the skills necessary for “water-walking,” discerning God’s call, transcending fear, risking faith, managing failure, and trusting God.
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Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please re-register your Kroger Plus cards for the new cycle to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.  For the first quarter of our participation in the program, we earned over $80.  At our last church council meeting, we decided to designate our Community Rewards checks to our youth funds.  

Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.
Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             _Date  
   Attendance          Offering
                          June 5

      38
           $2,648.00

  July 3


36
        $2,632.00
June 12
      60
           $1,319.00

  July 12

55
        $1,237.00

June 19
      45
           $1,427.23

  July 19

43
        $1,671.00

June 26
      38             $1,710.00

  July 24

42
        $1,200.25

Thank you for all who helped out  in any way with this year’s Vacation Bible School! 

Youth News/Confirmation class offered in the fall!

Pastor Robin will offer a one-year Confirmation program beginning in September.  The class is usually for middle school age students and those who have not had catechism classes before.  We will be sending out letters this summer to the families of those in this age range.  Classes will probably be held on a Sunday evening twice a month for a couple of hours, maybe 6-8 p.m., but we’re open to suggestions.  As this will be an intense one-year course, regular attendance will be very important, along with church attendance.  Then confirmation would be on the following Reformation Sunday in October.  

We're also looking to see if there's any interest for the high school age students (those who will be entering 9th grade the fall of 2012 or older) to go to the 2012 Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  This would be a really nice opportunity for the kids but would also involve some fundraising as a church and some periodic meetings to build up fellowship for those involved.  Registration begins in October 2011.  If you have additional ideas for the youth, please let Pastor Robin know.
Middle school and high school students, mark the date!  January 27-29, 2012 is the weekend for the next Youth Encounter Quake Zone in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Pastor Robin and Pastor Scott Baker at New Life Lutheran Church in Gallipolis have been talking about doing a youth event together.  Early bird registration ends 10/19/2011 when a $50 registration fee is required for each participant.  The cost for this weekend is $132.00 plus food and transportation.  Attend a Quake or Zone event and let your faith grow when you experience awesome speakers, participate in fun activities and rock out to Christian music!
Youth Sunday School News

We are in great need for volunteers to help out with youth Sunday School this coming school year.  If you can take a six week session, please let Pastor Robin know as soon as possible.  If we do not get enough volunteers, we will not be able to offer this for our children.  Please prayerfully consider helping out in Faith’s educational ministry.
Happenings at Faith in the month of August
Hymn-based Liturgy every Sunday

Noon Bible study every Wed.
August 1-5 Help with Clothesline/Food Pantry
August 3 Jackson Min. Assoc. meeting at 12:30 PM at Cardo's

August 11 Jackson Food Pantry Board meeting @ 2:30 PM at CUMC
August 15--20 Church-wide Assembly in Orlando, Florida

August 21 Council meeting

August 26--27 Synod Council Retreat
Walking Together 








Minot, North Dakota, and all the other Midwestern towns affected by flooding these past few months are no longer in the news, but the cleanup and rebuilding work goes on. And we, the ELCA, are there working and supporting those efforts. 

In Minot and Burlington, North Dakota, for example, more than 5,000 homes, hundreds of businesses, and several ELCA church buildings were flooded. The flood has been very slow to recede, with water still over the first floors of many structures, and as such, hundreds of homes and businesses will probably need to be condemned and torn down.  As of July 8th, a boil order remained in effect for the Minot water system for the foreseeable future.

 Lutherans are the majority religious denomination in this area, and the combined damage to ELCA churches will be well over $1 million.  With hundreds of members’ homes flooded, along with the churches, rebuilding will be a long and difficult journey.

And yet, in the midst of so much uncertainty and loss, signs of hope and progress are emerging.  Local planning of volunteer efforts is underway with Lutheran Social Services and other local organizations. The bishop of the North Dakota Synod said he was “grateful for the ‘gift’ of being connected to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” He continued, “We’re getting emails and calls from other ELCA congregations across the country. This is the gift of the larger church. This is a devastating event, but we do not stand alone.” 

We, the ELCA, are also connected with our Lutheran brothers and sisters in East Africa where a severe drought, the worst in 60 years, has reached crisis levels, putting 10 million (yes, million) people at risk. There is a severely reduced access to drinking water combined with significant crop and livestock losses. The result is skyrocketing food prices and food shortages. Thousands upon thousands are leaving their homes to meet basic needs for water and food; some have traveled two months on foot to reach refugee centers. They arrive dehydrated, hungry, and with no way of knowing when they will be able to return to their homes. Through ELCA World Hunger and its partners you are there to meet and feed and help those refugees. 

Uncertainty and hardship caused by flooding and drought: what can we here at Faith Lutheran Church in Jackson, Ohio, specifically do to help? First and foremost, we can pray for those affected by too much water, for those affected by drought, and for all those helping on site. Second, if either or both of these disaster situations speak to you, put your gift in an envelope marked Midwest Flooding and/or East Africa Drought and place it in the offering plate. The counters and treasurer will see that it is forwarded appropriately. What a blessing you are!








Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Information for this article, and additional information on the work of the ELCA in disaster response, may be found on the ELCA website: http://www.ELCA.org/disaster. 
Women of Faith

Women of Faith will NOT be meeting in August. Our next gathering is Tuesday, September 20th, when we will begin a study of the Book of Mark. As usual, we will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church. All women are welcome!
Notes from Carol
There are many worthy causes to direct our spare pennies toward...to name a few:

Operation Clean (We've received $995.00 toward the $1825.00 expense.)

Our own food pantry

Faith Lutheran's Samaritan Fund

Elizabeth's Hope baby bottle fund raiser

T.O.U.C.H. Mentoring (school supplies)

World Hunger

Items for your Samaritan's Purse Christmas Shoe Box

Our building loan (We now owe less than $90,000.00.)

ELCA Malaria Project

ELCA Disaster Relief

The Jackson Food Pantry

The Jackson Ministerial Association Good Samaritan Fund

(A personal prayer:  Heavenly Father, please help me remember the needs of others when I'm thinking of spending my money in a frivolous fashion.)

Certainly by this time you are aware that we will be using a Hymn-based Liturgy in our worship service during the month of August.  The Worship Committee agreed on this plan for August, and church council has endorsed the decision of the Worship Committee.  At the time the Worship Committee met, we were so excited about this hymn-based idea that we did not notice that this particular service includes communion every Sunday.   Realizing that this will be different, I am personally asking you to come, enjoy the change in Liturgy, and participate in weekly communion during August.

Our congregation says thanks to Michael and Peg Grimes for taking specific months as offering counters; and a special thanks to Michael for serving as chair of our recent Call Committee, and then agreeing to chair the Pastor/Parish Support Committee.  Michael is having health issues that make it difficult for him to forge ahead with these commitments and has resigned from doing these tasks.  We all understand the concept of my body just will not allow this kind of participation right now.  We all pray for some relief for Michael.
One of the many helping tasks available to members of Faith is that of "offering counter."   This job is best suited for individuals who know how to deal with confidential information and are willing to take the deposit bag to the Ohio Valley Bank after the count is completed.  There is a certain amount of training involved.  Please let me know if you are willing to serve in this capacity.
It is interesting to me that several of the periodicals which I receive have chosen to educate us about our water and food supply this month.  The indication is that we will very soon experience a shortage of both for many reasons.   Three suggested solutions impressed me.  1-- Adjust diets:  Less meat can mean more food.  Soybeans, for instance, provide up to 15 times more protein per acre than land set aside for meat production.  2--Increase research:  Global grain yields are not increasing fast enough, and scientists warn that a fungus could imperil commercial wheat.   3--Reduce waste:  Up to half the world's harvest disappears "between field and fork," says the Stockholm International Water Institute.   From National Geographic....This shows the average amount of food purchased, and wasted, per person in the United States during the course of a year:
Fresh fruit---purchased 77 pounds; wasted 22 pounds
Fresh vegetables---purchased 131 pounds; wasted 39 pounds
Milk---purchased 168 pounds; wasted 34 pounds
Butter---purchased 5 pounds; wasted 0.7 pounds
Poultry---purchased 70 pounds; wasted 27 pounds
Grain products---173 pounds; wasted 36 pounds
Other wasted foods were also listed.  These numbers make me think about our own food pantry, and my food habits at home.  Obviously we could feed a significant amount of people with the food we waste.  Something to pray about...
Council Meeting 7/10/2011

Called to order at 11:05 by President Carol Swank. John led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Robin Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the June meeting were presented. Moved by Ron, seconded by Mary Lynn, accepted as presented.

Accepted as a new member as of her May 29, 2011 baptism was Peyton Arthur.  Moved by Phyllis, seconded by Mary Lynn, Accepted.
The treasurer's report was presented by Carol in Bob Swank’s absence. Motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by John, seconded by Phyllis. The report was accepted. 

A quarterly report was also submitted. There were questions on several items. This report is tabled until our next meeting when Treasurer Bob Swank will be available to detail these items.

Pastor advised that for the month of August when we are sampling the Hymn-based service, we will have a weekly opportunity to take communion. Council endorsed.

Pastor advised that she is now on the executive committee exploring the possibility of providing temporary housing for the homeless. She also advised that she is planning on being a volunteer chaplain at Holzer which will involve 40 hours of training. 
Elizabeth's Hope, a pregnancy resource center, has asked that we make their “baby bottle” change collectors available to our members who might be interested in supporting this activity. It was the consensus of council that making these available would be allowed. 

Worship Committee is proceeding with plans for Hymn-based services in August.

Stewardship Committee is working on programming so that quarterly donation statements might be issued.

Property Committee reports that the roof leak still needs attention. Bob Oehler is working up plans for the narthex for some “permanent” furnishings with shelves and drawers. Final plan will be submitted to narthex committee.

The Service Committee is proposing that maybe weekly is too much and food donations for our food pantry might be better remembered if First Sunday of the month would be the time to bring food for the pantry to the church. 

Education Committee is preparing for Vacation Bible School which will be held July 25 to July 29. Help is still needed. Pastor has plans for Sunday School and a year-long confirmation class. 

Pastor Robin presented her report which is attached.
Bob and Carol will be out of the area in August so the council meeting has been moved for that month to the third Sunday.

Adjourned at 12:08 with the Lord's Prayer

Respectfully submitted:

John Ingram

Council Secretary
Faith Events: August 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1
	2
	                 3        
	4
	5
	6

	
	Help out at Food Pantry Clothesline
	Help out at Food Pantry Clothesline
	Noon Bible Study;

Ministerial meeting at 12:30 at Cardo’s;
Help out at Food Pantry Clothesline
	Help out at Food Pantry Clothesline

	Help out at Food Pantry Clothesline
	

	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship & Holy Communion 


	
	
	Noon Bible Study


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC
	
	Clothing Giveaway
9:00 – 3:00

First Presbyterian Church

	14
	15
	16
	               17                                 
	         18                        
	19
	20

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship &
Holy Communion
	
	
	Noon Bible Study

	
	
	

	              21
	22
	23
	               24                                  
	25
	26
	         27                          

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion

	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
6:30 choir practice resumes


	
	
	

	28
	29
	30
	31
	
	
	

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship &
Holy Communion
	
	 
	Noon Bible
Study;  6:30 choir practice 

	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in August


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


August 7         Chris Fraley


August 14	   Chris Fraley


August 21        Ruthann Neer


August 28       Jamie Mauch











Serving in August


Readers


August 7           Roseanna Hughes 


August 14         Chris Fraley


August 21         Ruthann Neer


August 28        Heather Duda














