Life of Faith Newsletter   
July 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations

Birthdays

                                                         


   Anniversaries

7/4 George Shope
7/15 Amy Wargowsky
7/31 Jay Chose
        
7/10 Harold & Ruth Ann Neer
7/5 Melissa Boggs
7/19 Steve Owen

7/31 Toni Shump
              
7/15 Lynn & Pam Booth
7/8 Brett Speakman
7/20 Harold Jenkins
                           

Congratulations!
                                                                                                                                  Payton Ramsey-Arthur 

 

7/11 Hayden Boggs
7/22 Gary Vollrath
                                           on her baptism on May 29th
7/12 Pam Boothe

7/24 Laken Wiseman


              Welcome to our new members - Susie Beatty,
7/14 Nancy Huston
7/27 Bo Morgan




Mike Fraley, Pam Boothe, May Sayre
7/15 Sabrena Shope







FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
“Be still, and know that I am God.”  (Psalm 46:10a)
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As I write this article, the pace of the last few months has definitely slowed.  We’ve got the church membership software program up and running, the choir is taking a summer break, and Lent, Holy Week and Easter and the two back to back festival Sundays (Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday) are over for another year, among other things.  In the church year, we’re in the time after Pentecost or what’s sometimes referred to as ordinary time.  In this longest season of the church year with few major feasts or celebrations, the liturgical color stays green and it seems that not much changes. 


But I think this “ordinary time” invites us to look deeper within ourselves, to find the extraordinary in the ordinary, and to allow our ordinary everyday life to become our prayer.  As one author wrote about the church season, “when we truly live the Season after Pentecost we discover that every moment is sacramental, nothing is just ordinary, and the Kingdom of God is within”.  Perhaps the greatest impediment to discovering and living the sacrament of the moment is the busyness of the moment.


With our lives structured by calendars and task lists, telling us where to go, when to be there, and what to do, for the most part things run fairly smoothly. We keep our appointments. We show up on time. We complete our tasks and cross them off the list.  Our schedules may be organized but what about our lives? What about that scattered, chaotic, restless feeling that comes from way down deep inside of us? …that there is or should be something more?


St. Augustine once said that our hearts are restless until they rest in God. “Resting in God” sounds like a great idea but many of us think we are far too busy to take time to rest in God. And if we can just do or schedule a little bit more, then maybe that restless feeling will go away. But does it go away?  Or is that restless feeling God calling to us? 


During this “ordinary time,” I believe that God is calling us to rest in God’s presence, to experience God’s love, and to live our Christian faith in ordinary everyday life. As we take the time to do this, we experience God’s presence and God’s faithfulness in the mundane day-to-day stuff of our lives. 


This summer, I’ve been trying to be more intentional in my prayer life and devotional time, and to practice “resting in God”.  I encourage you also to take an opportunity this summer to see God in the “ordinary” moments of life and rest in God.  

See you in church!

     Pastor Robin

Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please re-register your Kroger Plus cards for the new cycle to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.  For the first quarter of our participation in the program, we earned over $80.  At our last church council meeting, we decided to designate our Community Rewards checks to our youth funds.  

Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             _Date  
   Attendance          Offering
                          May 1

      52
           $2,238.00

  June 5

38
        $2,648.00
May 8

      50
           $2,297.96

  June 12

60
        $1,319.00

May 15
      51
           $1,303.32

  June 19

45
        $1,427.23

May 22
      58             $1,368.00

May 29
      47
           $   798.00

Vacation Bible School coming this month with many opportunities to volunteer and serve!
Mark your calendars!  Faith will offer a Vacation Bible School the week of July 25th through July 29th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for children ages 3 years – 12 years.  A light supper will be served each evening, thanks to “The Free Lunch for Kids Summer Feeding Program.”  Melissa Boggs has graciously volunteered to head VBS this year.  We are still in need of more adult volunteers.  VBS applications are now available at church or online at our website.   Invite your friends!
Healing Service Coming in July!

Our next healing service will be Sunday, July 24th at the end of the service.  We will do the healing part a little different than what we did Maundy Thursday.  During the last hymn, those who do not want to stay for the laying on of hands and anointing with oil may leave at this time.  We will begin the healing immediately after the hymn.  You may either come up to the altar and kneel or stand (a few at a time), or sit in the first row of chairs on either side.  After the laying on of hands, you may either return to your seat for quiet meditation or prayer, or exit quietly.

Healing has been a part of the Christian worship service since the early church.  In the rite of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come through the scientific community nor does it promise a cure.  Physical healing may or may not follow the laying on of hands.  Nor does the lack of a cure reflect a weak faith or that a person has not found favor with God.  Rather, the church offers and celebrates gifts such as these:  God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of faith.  We all are in need of healing in some area of our lives, whether physical, mental, spiritual, or relational, and I encourage all to participate in this special worship.  We plan to offer healing services on a quarterly basis.

Youth News/Confirmation class offered in the fall!

Pastor Robin will offer a one-year Confirmation program beginning in September.  The class is usually for middle school age students and those who have not had catechism classes before.  We will be sending out letters this summer to the families of those in this age range.  Classes will probably be held on a Sunday evening twice a month for a couple of hours, maybe 6-7:30 or 8, but we’re open to suggestions.  As this will be an intense one-year course, regular attendance will be very important, along with church attendance.  Then confirmation would be on the following Reformation Sunday in October.  

We're also looking to see if there's any interest for the high school age students (those who will be entering 9th grade the fall of 2012 or older) to go to the 2012 Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  This would be a really nice opportunity for the kids but would also involve some fundraising as a church and some periodic meetings to build up fellowship for those involved.  Registration begins in October 2011.  We will also be looking at a Youth Quake experience for the middle school students.  If you have additional ideas for the youth, please let Pastor Robin know.

A pastoral letter from ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted but not forsaken; 
struck down but not destroyed (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). 

June 2, 2011 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
Our hearts have been breaking for weeks as we have watched incessant storms devastate many parts of the United States. From the plains of North Dakota to the bayous of Louisiana, floodwaters and torrential rain have washed out communities and cropland. Destructive tornado strikes leveled homes for miles in cities and towns including Joplin, Mo., and Cullman, Ala. Two ELCA church buildings -- one in each state -- were destroyed.

The winds destroyed the building of Peace Lutheran Church in Joplin, but not the faith of its members. Last Sunday they gathered in the parking lot in the midst of debris and shattered hopes to worship in the strong name of the risen Christ.

In the aftermath of storms that seem relentless, we may feel overwhelmed and anxious, but not powerless. For God’s promise is clear: nothing in all creation will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Trusting in God’s promise and the power of the Holy Spirit, we respond by joining together in God’s work of restoring community. The liberating power of the gospel frees us to repair roofs in Cullman and fill sandbags in Fargo, on behalf of people we don’t know and may never meet.

These are our commitments as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:

-We will pray. Pray with me that those affected may have the strength and courage they need to face these 
difficult days.

-We will stand together, roll up our sleeves and work with partners to rebuild lives and restore hope. In 
Alabama, we are already at work with the Mennonites and the Christian Reformed Church in a rapid 
rebuilding project. Elsewhere, partnerships are unfolding with the United Methodist Church and others to coordinate volunteers to repair and rebuild homes and lives in the months and years to come. Working together 
we can achieve more on a scale and scope than we could ever achieve alone. 

-We will give generously. We are already organizing volunteer opportunities in response to the unmet needs of these communities. To support our efforts, please give now to ELCA Disaster Response. Your gift designated to Severe Spring Storms will be used in full -- 100 percent -- for the people and communities deeply affected by 
these storms.

-We will stay until the work is done. One of our strengths as Lutherans is our practice of sustained response 
after a natural disaster, built on local networks of congregations and social ministries. Central States Synod 
Bishop Gerald Mansholt compared our work to long-distance running. ELCA Disaster Response was one of 
the first to arrive in Missouri and Alabama, and they will be the last to leave. Even as we begin this journey, 
our work continues on the Gulf Coast and in Haiti.

-We will witness to our living faith in Christ Jesus as we join together to do God’s work with our hands.

In all these things, I give thanks for each of you. May we be about God’s healing and restoration in a time of 
despair. May we bring God's message of hope in the wake of spring storms.

In God's grace,

Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

NEWS FROM THE 2011 SOUTHERN OHIO SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Actions taken at the Assembly:
--2012 Fiscal Proposal- Approved
--2012 Compensation Guidelines- Approved (2% pay increase)
--ELCA Churchwide Council Nominees- Approved
--Amendment of the Synod Constitution Bylaw 12.01.01-Approved (Reorganizes the Conferences to better reflect how work is being done)
--Calling the Church to Speak and Act to Prevent Bullying Harassment and Related Violence Memorial-Approved
(Carol has all of the paperwork on these items if you wish to investigate any or all of them in depth.)
Synod Council Scioto Conference election results:
Clergy:  Pastor Diana Gugel
Lay Male:  Mike Johnsen
Lay Female:  Carol Swank
From the Bishop's Report:
Mission Support is down significantly across the Synod.
Fourteen congregations have left the ELCA from our Synod.  We miss them and pray they remain faithful to their ministry.
We are asked to remain faithful to our ministry by continuing to fulfill our Advancing God's Mission (AGM) strategic plan.
Based on the AGM Plan, we have seen several mission starts grow and flourish.
We are pursuing and supporting our Assembly theme of GROW:  Go Reach Our World through our Mission Interpreter Program. (Peg Grimes is a Mission Interpreter!) 
We have one of the fastest growing Mission Interpreter Programs in the ELCA.
Bishop Holloway called for our Synod to be leaders in sharing the Gospel.  He said, "Our Church has a calling to be a model for the world, not just a mirror."
The Big Idea--SynodFest 2012
Work has already begun on this exciting new event that will be open to everyone in our synod, not just rostered leaders and voting members.  SynodFest 2012 will be held in the Cincinnati area and offer families, couples, singles, the young, and young-at-heart an opportunity to meet, share, and grow with others in our synod while serving, learning, worshiping,and celebrating side-by-side at a variety of events offered over several days.
SynodFest 2012 will begin on June 6 with a special Rostered Leaders Conference, which will wrap up on Friday, June 8 when activities open to the entire synod will commence.  We will wrap up SynodFest on Sunday, June 10.  
Committees are being formed to plan specific portions of SynodFest 2012.  Details will be shared in the coming months.  Ideas for educational offerings are being gathered.  You may send your ideas to Susan Barton-Nonno at sbarton-nonno@southernohiosynod.org.
At some time during the event, the actual Synod Assembly will happen!
Notes from Carol:
The response to our Service Committee's plan to help support our own food pantry has been wonderful!   Thank you all for your generous donations.  Please continue to support this mission.
I know Christmas is months away, but now is a good time to gather bargains for placement in a Samaritan's Purse Christmas Shoebox.  It really is fun to find special items to thrill a child who would otherwise not receive any kind of Christmas reminder of the love of Jesus.
Operation Clean has been approved by council.  Donations are still being cheerfully accepted to cover the expense.  I'm happy not to have to stretch around toilets, fight outside insects to wash windows, maneuver heavy waxing machinery, and clean dead bugs from light fixtures.  How about you?
Remember to register your Kroger card.  We did receive $86.00 this quarter from Kroger.  This is easy money!
Hasn't it been a great beginning for Pastor Robin?   Despite flood waters and almost daily rain, we've had a wedding, three baptisms, and gained four new members.  VBS is in the works, and there is even talk of a major mission trip for our youth. 
Council Meeting 6/12/2011

Called to order at 11:25 by President Carol Swank. Carol  led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Bob Ohler, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Swank, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the May meeting were presented. Moved by Ron, seconded by May Lynn, accepted as presented.

New members were accepted: Susan Beatty, Pam Boothe, Sadie Mercer, and Mary Sayre.  Jeremy Hollingshead was reinstated as of 4-17-11. Moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by Bob, Accepted.
The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. Motion to accept the treasurer's reports made by John, seconded by Phyllis. The report was accepted. Balances were discussed. The question of filling our food pantry was discussed. No specific changes were made at this meeting however. The treasurer was authorized to pay Pastor Johnson and Peg Grimes for “filling in” while Pastor was on vacation.

Operation Clean is a go. John moved we do all that was quoted, arranging financing as necessary. Mary Lynn seconded and the motion carried. It was noted that members do an excellent job at regular housekeeping (and that is much appreciated) but it has been a couple years since a “full cleaning” has been done. This will be extensive, walls, windows, floors so it should have us looking real spiffy. 

Ron moved that $150.00 be sent to our food pantry. Bob seconded and it was approved for the treasurer to make it so. Establishing a monthly “budget” was discussed so the pantry might be better managed. There is enough demand on the resources that filling and filling indefinitely may no longer be realistic.

The synod convention report was presented and a copy is attached.

Property Committee reports that flood damage to our playground is not covered by insurance so sprucing up the area will be a project for our volunteers. Also under discussion is the improvement of the narthex with some “permanent” furnishings like shelves and drawers. Final plan has not been submitted yet.

Worship committee reports that it has some “new things” in mind to try and council consensus was that introducing new music and other changes does serve to keep the service “new” and more interesting.

The 2012 National Youth Gathering trip for youth was reviewed and the “Kroger Income” was designated to help fund the trip for our eligible youth. It was moved by Bob and seconded by Mary Lynn, approved..

The Service Committee is continuing to develop a plan to support our food pantry in a more “orderly” way.

Education Committee will be meeting June 19 to finalize plans for Vacation Bible School which will be held July 25 to July 29. 

Pastor Robin presented her report which is attached. 

Adjourned at 12:40 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted:

John Ingram

Council Secretary

Worship and Music Committee
The Worship and Music Committee met Tuesday, May 31 and had a lively discussion.  

 Pastor Robin will be leading a healing service on Sunday, July 24.  The healing service will occur immediately following the regular service’s closing hymn.  Participants in the healing service can remain seated or move to kneel at the altar railing.  Those who do not wish to participate can quietly leave the sanctuary during the final hymn.  

 In addition, I would like to remind everyone that we will continue to use Setting One through July.  For the four weeks in August, we will be using a new hymn-based liturgy.  There should be no worries about this new liturgy as the music will be hymns that many of us already know.  It is always exciting to try something new, especially if that “something new” has familiar elements to it.  From September through December we will use Setting Two.  To ring in a new year we will be learning a new setting: Setting Five.  The Worship and Music Committee asks that you look forward to this new setting with an open heart and an open mind.  

 As always, if you have any comments and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to bring them up to either Pastor Robin or to me.  Our next committee meeting will be Tuesday, July 19 at 6:30pm.

 Heather Duda

Chair, Worship and Music Committee
You will note from the Worship Committee report that we will be singing some new tunes during our services beginning in August, and Heather has asked you to look forward to all this new music with an open heart and an open mind.   I would like to share some information from my recent reading that supports this venture...  
Music's effects could be more powerful than you think.  Tunes don't just alter your mood, they can also affect your ability to learn and heal.
Music activates the "pleasure center" of the human brain, says Laurel Trainor, Ph.D., Director of the McMaster Institute for Music and the Mind in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.  The ebb and flow of music's rhythms and tones activates the same area of the brain that responds to sex, drugs and good food, which means music has a similar ability to relax and stimulate you.
Music makes you smarter:  it boosts language and speech skills, memory and attention span--- especially when you're adding more variety to your repertoire.
Music helps you heal and enhances immunity by increasing antibodies that fight sickness.  Mozart sonatas have reduced blood pressure and heart rates.  Music during physical therapy sessions helps patients work longer and harder.
Come on Sundays.  Bring out your inner diva.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord!!!
Carol
July Events     
July 3 Community 4th of July program at 2:30 PM at Christ United Methodist Church.  Fireworks at 10:00 PM
          6   Jackson Ministerial Association meeting  12:30 at Cardo's
        10  Council
        12  Women of Faith at 6:30 PM
        14 Jackson Food Pantry Board meeting  2:30 at CUMC
        19 Worship Committee at 6:30 PM
        24 Parish/Pastor meeting 
        25--29 Vacation Bible School from 6:00 – 8:30
        31 VBS sings

Special Music Opportunities During the Summer
Our choir will be taking a well-deserved break during the summer.  If you would like to provide special music of some sort (vocal or instrumental) during the summer, there will soon be a sign-up sheet in the narthex on the bulletin board.  Share your musical talents with the congregation.
Faith Events: July 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	                 
	
	1
	2

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion 


	
	
	Noon Bible Study;

Ministerial meeting at 12:30 at Cardo’s

	Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC


	
	 

	10
	11
	12
	               13                            
	         14                        
	15
	16

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship; council meets 
	
	Women of Faith at 6:30
	Noon Bible Study

	
	
	

	              17
	18
	19
	               20                             
	21
	22
	               23                    

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion

	
	Worship and Music Committee meeting 6:30
	Noon Bible Study


	
	
	

	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship
Parish/ Pastor Com. 
                  31
9am Sunday School;

10 Worship

VBS sings
	VBS

6:00 – 8:30
	 VBS

6:00 – 8:30
	Noon Bible
Study

VBS

6:00 – 8:30
	VBS

6:00 – 8:30

	VBS

6:00 – 8:30
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in July


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


July 3             Mary Lynn Vititoe


June 17           Karen Ingram





Serving in June


Readers


July 3           Phyllis Michael 


July 10          John Ingram


July 17          Karen Ingram


July 24         Hope Mauch


July 31         Norma Hollingshead

















