Life of Faith Newsletter   
June 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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            Celebrations

Birthdays


Anniversaries

6/1 Benjamin Shope
6/11 Judy Vollrath
6/7 Pastor Robin & Paul Wargowsky
6/2 Beverly Morris
6/27 Louise Mauch



6/8 Ruth Chose

6/29 Ruby Reed

Congratulations!
6/9 Bryan Callebs
6/29 Carol Swank
Nancy and Richard Baisden on their wedding May 3rd
6/30 Annabelle Erwin
Will and Brittany Johnson on their baptisms May 8th and first  





    communions May 15th   

Welcome to our church family!

Kim, Will, and Brittany Johnson
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
“Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  9Six days you shall labor and do all your work.[image: image3.wmf] 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work--you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.  11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. “   Exodus 20:8-11 NRSV                                                     
As I write this newsletter article, I’m looking forward to taking a week of vacation with Amy in early June to go to Virginia.  Beach walking, catching up on my reading, sleeping in till noon, walking around barefoot all day, and enjoying the healing rays of sunshine sounds wonderful right now (especially as I look out the window as I write this and see yet another day of rain).  As summer approaches, we all have the opportunity for rest and renewal – for Sabbath - and I hope that you are able to take the time to enjoy and relax this summer.  I’d like to share with you some information that I once read from a Newsweek/Washington Post article on Sabbath rest being good for body and soul. 

In our 24/7 world, busyness seems to be the norm anymore with many people feeling that they don’t have the luxury of time for real relaxation.  The concept of relaxation is firmly rooted in the Bible with the Sabbath.  Albert Scariato writes:  

In a world accumulating points by billable hours, full patient schedules, number of hours worked, promotions received, square feet of houses owned, number of cars in garages, number of shares of stocks owned, keeping the Sabbath -- resting -- helps us stay healthy and whole.
Observing a Sabbath rest makes us stop and in so doing contributes to our health and well-being. The commandment to rest reminds us that God created everything in six days and rested on the seventh day. If this is good enough for God, the injunction implies, surely it should be good enough for mere mortals. It also serves as a reminder to live humbly. We are not God. We are not called to "do it all."

One of the things I have been learning during my ministry is the importance of self-care, and the knowledge that as hard as we try, it’s not possible to “do it all.”  Our bodies and our souls need rest and relaxation for our physical and emotional well-being.  Some of the problems associated with a lack of rest and relaxation include inattentiveness, inability to concentrate, impulsivity, moodiness, learning difficulties and health problems.  Taking time to rest has been shown to enhance responses in the brainstem which controls respiration, heart rate, and blood pressure (o.k., sometimes the “nurse” in me comes out!).  Our bodies simply function better all around when we have adequate rest.  May we take time this summer for self-care and enjoy a Sabbath rest.                                                               
See you in church!

     Pastor Robin
[image: image4.wmf]Pastor Robin will be on vacation beginning, Friday, June 3rd through Thursday, June 9th.  Peg Grimes has graciously agreed to lead worship on Sunday, June 5th.  This will be a non-communion Sunday.  We will be celebrating Holy Communion the following two Sundays, Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday, festival Sundays of the church year.  For pastoral emergencies, Pastor Frank Johnson will be covering.  Please contact either Jamie or Carol if you need urgent assistance/pastoral care during this week.   
The Worship and Music Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 31st at 6:00 p.m. in Jamie’s office.  

Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please re-register your Kroger Plus cards for the new cycle to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.  We should be receiving our first quarterly statement (and hopefully check) by the end of the month.
Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             _Date  
   Attendance          Offering
                          April 3

      46
           $3,082.00

  May 1

52
        $2,238.00
April 10
      44
           $1,322.00

  May 8

50
        $2,297.96

April 17
      48
           $2,376.00

  May 15

51
        $1,303.32

April 24
      85             $2,419.85
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Vacation Bible School coming with many opportunities to volunteer and serve!
Mark your calendars!  Faith will offer a Vacation Bible School the week of July 25th through July 29th.  Melissa Boggs has graciously volunteered to head this up.  Our theme will be “PandaMania.” All who are interested in helping, please attend our planning meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 22nd.  If you can’t make the meeting, please let Melissa or Pastor Robin know your area of interest.
WELCA notes from Carol...

May has been a busy month for the women of Faith Lutheran Church.  The WELCA Yard Sale earned around $500.00 for the group; we should call that a success.  Thanks to all who donated, priced, moved furniture, helped with advertising, manned the cash box, boxed the remains, and moved furniture yet again.  Louise Mauch, Hope Mauch, Norma Hollingshead, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Phyllis Michael, Pastor Robin, and I experienced an educational trip to the Adena Mansion followed by lunch at Red Lobster.  (Be sure to ask Norma about what to drink at Red Lobster.)  We certainly saw a fair amount of high water on our way to Chillicothe, but we were all glad we didn't cancel the trip.  Thanks, Phyllis and Louise, for driving.  While our Mother/Daughter Tea was not as well attended as we hoped, it was certainly fun (I think) for those who participated.  Susan Morgan painted a good picture of Israel today for us.  We enjoyed the slides, her talk, and the display.  She has some mud for anyone who wants to give themselves a facial.   Entertainment at the Tea included a challenge page, a word search, a crossword puzzle, plus a "mother" quiz.  Since I had so much fun shopping for the prizes, I must include a list of who won what:
2 containers of The Body Shop Body Butter--Stacy Fox,  Brain Games, Remember When?--Nancy Baisden (Peyton), Joey Green's Amazing Kitchen Cures--Melissa Boggs, a kit:  Make Your Own Fortune Cookies--Jamie Mauch, Total Reflexology for the Hands--Susan Morgan, The Toa of Tangram (a tangram set)--Heather Duda, Chakra Crystals--Mary Lynn Vititoe, The Celtic Tarot--Amy Wargowsky, The Art of Henna--Emily Boggs, Kirigami (cut and fold)--Crystal Fraley, and the Origami Kit--Chris Fraley.

At the conclusion of the Tea, we conducted a very brief meeting to discuss giving money to Operation Clean.  Following a motion by Chris Fraley and a second by Mary Lynn Vititoe, the group voted to donate $800.00 to Operation Clean.

Carol Swank, WELCA President



 
                                                                                              Flood
Fortunately for us here at Faith, the May 10/11 flood water did not get into our facility.  It did however float away one of our nice big garbage cans, flow through both sheds, and destroy the new mulch in the playground area.  Our new tractor seems to be fine; we have successfully used it to mow.   The older tractor, the lawn mower, and the air compressor did not fair so well.  We'll be drying them out and doing further investigation into the fate of each of those pieces of equipment.  Many items in the other shed cannot be saved and are systematically being removed.  When our assessment of damage is complete, we will most likely be contacting our insurance company for the next step.
Faith Food Pantry
It’s been very difficult to keep our shelves full in our food pantry.  The need for assistance in our area continues to be great and we are asking for the congregation’s help to keep our shelves stocked.   Beginning in June, we’ll be asking for donations.  The first Sunday of every month, we’ll be focusing on boxed items, the second Sunday on canned donations, the third Sunday on toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, toilet paper, soap, etc.), and the fourth Sunday on cleaning supplies (laundry detergent and dish soap).  Monetary donations will be welcomed also.  If you bring in a donation of any kind, please enter your name in our monthly drawing for a prize, which will be drawn the last Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your help!
Council Meeting 5/08/2011

Called to order at 11:15 by President Carol Swank. Pastor led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Swank, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the April meeting were presented. Moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by Ron, accepted as presented.

The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. He also presented a Easter giving summary which was spread to our food pantry, Japan's disaster relief, World Hunger, chick purchasing. The Good Friday offering was dedicated to the Jackson Food Pantry and Jackson Good Samaritan Fund. Motion to accept the treasurer's reports made by John, seconded by Phyllis. The reports were accepted. 

Ron moved that $150.00 be sent to our food pantry. Phyllis seconded and it was approved for the treasurer to make it so.

The proposed amendment to be voted upon at the synod convention was presented and council decided to allow the representatives to use their good judgment when the amendment and discussion was presented at convention.

Three new members have been received: Kim, Brittany and William Johnson. Brittany and William were baptized and Kim reaffirmed her baptism.

Dave & Sons Cleaning Service presented a thorough cleaning of the church and estimate of $1,820.00. This was tabled to study financing and to question for how long the estimate would be valid.

The Property Committee reported that the city grass cutting requirement seems to be relaxed due to the wet spring. While a good effort has been made, some of our property is just not “mowable” because of the wet ground. It will be done as soon as a mower can achieve access.

The Service Committee is working on a plan to support our food pantry in a more “orderly” way. There will be envelopes available so tellers can more accurately allocate funds donated on Sunday.  Also in the works is a “schedule” for donating actual food items. Jamie Mauch will be presenting this to the Congregation on May 29th.

Pastor Robin presented her report which is attached. 

Adjourned at 12:10 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted:

John Ingram

Council Secretary

  OPERATION CLEAN update...
Here is the estimate from Dave's & Son Cleaning Service for a thorough cleaning of Faith Lutheran Church:

Machine strip & wax tile floors in the Fellowship Hall, hallway, classrooms, and kitchen............$450.00
Steam clean all carpeting..................................................................................................................$375.00
Wash all windows in and out & vacuum blinds...............................................................................$145.00
Clean all light fixtures & air vents....................................................................................................$125.00
Steam clean all grout tile floors........................................................................................................$250.00
General cleaning/wash woodwork/spot clean walls/clean kitchen & restrooms/
 vacuum chairs in sanctuary & spot clean where necessary/dust furnishings...................................$475.00
TOTAL...........................................................................................................................................$1820.00

The estimate is good for at least a month, maybe longer.  Apparently no one has ever asked about how long an estimate from Dave's is still the same.
We are rounding up the funds to hire Dave's & Son Cleaning.  WELCA has generously donated $800.00 toward this endeavor.  THANKS, WELCA members!
Events for the month of June
Food pantry requests:    June 
5--boxed items
                                              12--canned items
                                              19--toiletries
                                              26--cleaning supplies/drawing for the prize

Wed. noon Bible studies--June 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29

June 1  
Jackson Ministerial Association meets at 12:30 at Cardo's
June 9  
Jackson Food Pantry Board meets at 9:00 AM at CUMC

June 12 
Council meets/choir begins a summer break after worship
June 21
Women of Faith at 6:30 PM

Special Music Opportunities During the Summer
Our choir will be taking a well-deserved break during the summer.  If you would like to provide special music of some sort (vocal or instrumental) during the summer, there will soon be a sign-up sheet in the narthex on the bulletin board.  Share your musical talents with the congregation!
Don’t let the fear of the time it will take to accomplish something stand in the way of your doing it.  The time will pass anyway; we might as well put that passing time to the best possible use. –Earl Nightingale (1921-89)
Walking Together 
The ways that congregational and individual gifts to ELCA World Hunger multiply are nothing short of amazing. The current issue of LifeLines, an ELCA World Hunger resource, includes this thought: “The cost of a goat accomplishes much more than the provision of a goat. A well is more than a well, a chicken is more than a chicken, and a seed is more than a seed. Each gift is a testimony to hope even in the darkest of days and the greatest of struggles.” 

ELCA World Hunger supports programs and projects that do more than just feed people; they work to help people and communities lift themselves out of poverty for the long term. For example, gifts of seeds and livestock are paired with agricultural training so that the farmers’ hard work yields the greatest benefits. New wells for clean water are paired with education in hygiene and sanitation so that people stay healthy. Malaria nets are paired with education in disease prevention. Living conditions improve for everyone. You, as part of the ELCA, are making a difference. 

Closer to home, while Ohio and the South are dealing with flooding, Texas and other areas are experiencing drought conditions. Whatever the disaster and the needs, ELCA Disaster Response is there, immediately and for the long-term. Just as with the chicks and wells and seeds, gifts given to ELCA Disaster Response are also testimonies to hope, even in the “darkest of days and the greatest of struggles.” You, as part of the ELCA, are making a difference.

In April I shared several special giving opportunities with you, and this month I am pleased to share the results. To date, Faith’s food pantry has received $205.00 which will help feed people in need right here in our community. 

$60.00 was given for the earthquake disaster in Japan. The earthquake is no longer world “news” but the effects of the disaster and the needs are very much still there. You, through your gifts and the ELCA, are, and will continue to be, with the people recovering from this disaster.

$130.32 was given to World Hunger through the coin boxes. Who knew a little spare change here and there would add up to so much!  And $97 was given for chicks. Imagine the happiness of those who will receive livestock or seeds through your gifts.

That is a grand total (to date) of $492.32 in special giving this spring – what a blessing you are!








Peg Grimes, mission interpreter

Women of Faith


Tuesday, June 21st, is the date for our next Women of Faith gathering. As usual, we will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church. Jamie will lead our discussion from Three Months With Matthew. All women are welcome – come and join us!

To Think About


God is crazy about you. He sends you flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning. Whenever you want to talk, He’ll listen. He can live anywhere in the universe, and He chose your heart.

For every minute you are angry, you lose sixty seconds of happiness.
Faith Events: June 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	                 1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30; Ministerial meeting at 12:30 at Cardo’s 
	
	
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship 


	
	
	Noon Bible Study;

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC


	
	 

	12
	13
	14
	               15                       
	         16                        
	17
	18

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship & Holy Communion; council meets; choir begins a summer break
	
	
	Noon Bible Study

	
	
	

	              19
	20
	21
	               22                       
	23
	24
	               25              

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion
9am Sunday School
Father’s Day
	
	Women of Faith at 6:30
	Noon Bible Study


	
	
	

	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship
 
	
	
	Noon Bible
Study


	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in June


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


June 12            Peg Grimes


June 19           Gary Vollrath





Serving in June


Readers


June 5           Ron Cheatwood 


June 12          Peg Grimes 


June 19          Judy Vollrath


June 26         Mary Lynn Vititoe











