Life of Faith Newsletter   
May 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations

Birthdays





Anniversaries

5/3   Nancy Witcher
5/20 Paulette Cheatwood

5/6   Sam & Jamie Mauch

5/8   Wyatt Fischer
5/22 Dr. Carl Greever

5/13 Alvin & Grace Tinker
5/11 Sam Mauch 

5/24 Rebecca Border

5/23 Bob & Carol Swank
5/15 Thomas Joe Boggs
5/24 Terry McKinnis  

5/27 Gary & Judy Vollrath



5/15 Mariah Hughes
5/29 Josh Arthur
5/19 Heather Hughes
5/30 Annabelle Barton
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
[image: image3.wmf]Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.  





John 20:29
Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Our first couple of months together has been flying by so fast!  By the time you receive this newsletter, Easter will have come and gone already.  Participating in the Lent and Holy Week services and the Easter festivities has truly been awesome, from the solemnity of the Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday services to the joy of the resurrection on Easter Day.  It has been a privilege to walk this Lenten journey with you, my church family at Faith, and I’ll always have fond memories of this special time….marking foreheads with the sign of the cross, the tenebrae service, participating in the healing service, listening to Mike Davis’ story at the midweek Lenten lunch, preaching and hosting the community Good Friday service, and the beautiful, beautiful Easter flowers.  
Thanks to all who helped out with the extra services and lunches.  Our midweek Lent lunch at First Baptist was a great success!  Thanks also to those who participated in the readings during the services on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday and those who came up for healing during the Maundy Thursday service.  The ministry of healing is an important way of bringing God’s healing presence, God’s peace, and God’s love embodied in the faith community to others.  I’ve been involved in healing services now at several churches and at seminary, and have been deeply moved by this special service.  Hopefully, you were too. 
We are planning to revitalize our youth Sunday School in the fall.  If you would be willing to take a 6 week period to teach during the 9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. Sunday School hour, please let me know.  I would also like to plan some future youth activities for the summer and am interested in your ideas.  

Calvary United Methodist Church has extended an invitation to our youth/families to join them on a bus trip to the Creation Museum in Cincinnati, Ohio on Saturday, May 21st, at a cost of $50.00.  They will gather at their church parking lot at 6:30 a.m. The $50.00 payment will cover the total cost of the bus ride and the admission ticket of one person. Each person will need to cover the cost of his/her own meal.   Space is limited so if you have an interest in going on this trip, please contact me as soon as possible.  Calvary is asking for a check or cash to confirm your reservation.  Unfortunately, I will not be able to go as it’s the same weekend as Synod Assembly in Springfield.
As we continue to enjoy the gift of new life with our spring season, may we continue to experience the power of the resurrection and share the good news with others.  
See you in church!                









Pastor Robin
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, 
but in every leaf in spring-time.
~Martin Luther
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
WELCA

NEWS RELEASE
The women of Faith Lutheran met at the church on April 12, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  Those attending were:  Carol Swank, Hope Mauch, Pastor Robin Wargowsky, Norma Hollingshead, Bev Morris, Roseanna Hughes, Karen Ingram, and Louise Mauch.  Carol opened the meeting with a discussion on Maundy Thursday followed by a prayer for the Lenten season.  Carol presented to the women upcoming meetings for Lutheran women.  The national conference will be in Spokane, Washington in July and the southern Ohio conference will be in September.  Discussion was held about the Christmas shoe boxes.  Louise posted a flyer about the shoe boxes on the church bulletin board and will have a news release for the church newsletter.  The women discussed the upcoming yard sale that will be held on May 7, 2011 starting at 9:00 AM.  Flyers will be posted for the yard sale.  The women have decided to make a trip to Adena on May 11, 2011.  The trip will be the women’s May meeting.  The mother/daughter tea will be on May 15 at 5:00 PM.  Carol will get the door prizes and the menu will be carry in salads and desserts.  The women decided to get some estimates on getting some cleaning done in the church.  Meeting was adjourned.

SAMARITAN’S SHOE BOXES

Please do not forget those children who are in need.  Many children have never had a new item given to them-such as:  clothing, toiletries, or school supplies.  If you are out shopping and see something a needy child could need, use or want-please keep them in mind.  Shoe boxes will be collected in November-that gives time to purchase items a little at a time over the summer months.  Keep in mind the items have to fit into a standard shoe box.  Items can not be breakable (such as glass), liquid (such as soap), or perishable food items.
Examples of suggested items are:  clothing, underwear, toiletries, hard candy, dolls, school supplies, toy cars, small stuffed animals, tooth paste, soap, tooth brush, combs, hair brush, hair clips, coloring books, games, sewing kits, writing pads, wash clothes, small towels.  Shoe boxes are for boys and girls ages:  2-4 years, 5-9 years, and 10-14 years.

THIS IS A CHURCH WIDE PROJECT-YOUR HELP WOULD BE APPRECIATED

FROM OUR WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The Worship and Music Committee has met twice now and, as can be seen from Sunday worship services, we've made a few changes to the service.  We hope you like these changes.  Holy Week is coming up and this year Faith Lutheran will be hosting the Good Friday service at noon on April 22.  We will need four ushers for that day; if you can usher, please contact either me or Carol Swank.  Once Easter is over, we will be switching the liturgy from Setting Two back to Setting One.  We will be continuing with Setting One until the first week in August.  August brings with it something new but don't get worried!  We will be using a new hymn-based liturgy but the congregation will recognize the music because it contains hymns like "For the Beauty of the Earth" and "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing."  We will use the hymn-based liturgy throughout August.  From September through December we will return to Setting Two.  Looking ahead, the Worship and Music Committee has decided that Faith Lutheran will ring in the new year with a new service setting: Setting Five in the blue hymnal.  We know an entirely new setting with new music may seem daunting but we are confident that together we will be successful in learning the music.  I know it's a bit early for a New Year's resolution, but let one of your 2012 resolutions be to give Setting Five your best effort and an open mind.  Speaking of music, if you have any favorite hymns you would like to have sung, or you wish to help pick out the weekly hymns, please let Beverly Morris or Pastor Robin know.  The Worship and Music Committee will meet again in late May or early June.  If you would like to be on the committee or you have an issue you would like to bring up with the committee, please let me know.  
 

Heather Duda
Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please re-register your Kroger Plus cards for the new cycle to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.

Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.
WELCA notes from Carol...

I just want to remind all the female members of our congregation that you are automatically members of WELCA, and, as such, you are invited to accompany the usual crew on our excursion to the Adena Mansion in Chillicothe.  We will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 AM on Wednesday, May 11, and carpool to Chillicothe to Adena.  We have a 10:30 AM mansion tour scheduled.  Along with the mansion, we will visit the museum and visitor center (which has a first class gift shop), the barn, and, for those who wish to do so, the gardens.  Cost of the mansion tour is $8.00 for adults/$7.00 for seniors...not the school type of seniors!
THE MANSION
Adena was the 2000-acre estate of Thomas Worthington (1773--1827), sixth governor of Ohio and one of the state's first United States Senators.  The mansion house, completed in 1806--1807, has been restored to look much as it did when the Worthington family lived there, including many original Worthington family furnishings.  The house is one of only three houses designed by Benjamin Henry Latrobe still standing in the U.S.  Latrobe is considered the first professional American architect and served as architect of the U.S. Capitol under President Thomas Jefferson.  Situated on the 300 remaining acres of the original homeplace are five outbuildings and formal gardens.  The gardens have undergone major renovation.  Visitors may stroll through three terraces of flowers and vegetables, as well as the shrubs and trees in the grove.   The garden has more than 4000 flowering heirloom plants--these plants may have been what Thomas Worthington would have had planted.  Looking east from the north lawn of the mansion, one can see across the Scioto River Valley to the Logan Range.  There is some debate about whether this view was the inspiration for the Great Seal of the State of Ohio.
THE VISITORS CENTER
A new Museum and Visitors Center features interactive exhibits that use the stories of people connected to Adena to give visitors a picture of life in Ohio in the early 1800's as well as classrooms, meeting, and rental space.  The current restoration brings Adena closer to its original character as a prosperous estate of the early 19th century.  The Visitor Center has a first class gift shop that features books, traditional and historic house wares, art, and toys, as well as arts and crafts from local artists.
For more information, go to www.adenamansion.com.


Notes from Carol...
Many times in past years we have scheduled an all-hands spring cleaning, and this was a good thing to do.  We need to care for our property (in reality, God's property), keeping said property well maintained and "clean."  BUT many of us are not as limber, motivated, and strong as we used to be.  We have a solution---hire a crew to do a thorough spring cleaning for us.  We are taking estimates from some cleaning services and most likely will farm out this particular task.  Donations toward payment for this job will be cheerfully accepted.  Be sure to label your donation Operation Clean.
Be sure to leave your priced merchandise for the WELCA May 7 Yard Sale in the corner of the Fellowship Hall.  It's a good time of year to get rid of that accumulating stuff you thought you had use for but are now realizing is just taking space and creating chaos in your house.
WOMEN/GIRLS/FEMALES of all ages....we have a Mother/Daughter Banquet scheduled for May 15 at 5:00 PM.  We'll be carrying in salads and desserts to share. Susan Morgan will make a presentation on her trip to Israel.  There will be games, contests, and door prizes.  I am quite tickled with the selection of prizes which will be used as table centerpieces.  Your garden variety center-piece floral arrangements will not be present this year.  I hope you will be pleasantly surprised!
Be sure to digest the information you'll read in the report from the Worship Committee. Thanks, Heather!   We wish to keep our worship service an inspiration to all.
May 20 and 21, Pastor Robin, Bob, and I will be representing Faith at the Synod Assembly.
Due to scary water presence in our parking lot, the April Women of Faith meeting was canceled.  Therefor, we will have our April program presented by Heather at our May 17 meeting.
May 8 is Mother's Day.  We all have a mother.  Be sure to recognize your mom in some way on this day.
May 30 is Memorial Day.  Let's all remind ourselves of the reason for this holiday.
Council Meeting 4/10/2011

Called to order at 11:10 by President Carol Swank who led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Ohler, Bob Swank, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the March meeting were presented. Moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by Bob, accepted as presented.  The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. He also presented a quarterly summary which compared actual expenses with our budget. Motion to accept the treasurer's reports made by John, seconded by Ron. The reports were accepted.  There was a discussion regarding a switch from Frontier to Time-Warmer for phone/internet services. Economy was one factor. Council allowed that executive decision was in order for this matter.
A letter has been sent to synod asking the return of $400 which was submitted to them to support a candidate from Faith. As no further action on this matter has happened, we would like our $400 back. Should this situation change, we would re-submit this support. The synod assembly approaches and we will be represented by Pastor and Bob and Carol Swank.  
Council agreed that we would welcome literature and possibly a presentation from “Elizabeth's Hope” but did not vote financial support at this time. The Stewardship Committee merged with the treasurer's report and summary regarding “trends” within the church.  The Property Committee is working on the leak over the “old” mens restroom. It would seem that the leak is around the vent and this may need replaced. Closer inspection will determine the required fix.  The Service Committee did allow that stout volunteers (men?) would be helpful in unloading the food truck April 27 and on April 28th the Jackson Area Ministries will be doing interviews for summer work camp leaders. There has been a sharp increase in demand from our food pantry. No action taken immediately, but questions regarding allocating and increased support were raised. Pastor/Parrish Relations Committee reported that everything was o.k.  Heather Duda submitted a report from the Worship Committee. It was accepted by Council and is attached.  Christian Education Committee has met and is developing programs. Specifically they are working to finalize plans for the Vacation Bible School, July 25 through July 28. The 29th would be a picnic and include parents. It was speculated that by using left over materials that cost might be held to under $200.
Pastor Robin submitted her report for the past 30 days.  It was confirmed that the men of Faith would be preparing breakfast on Easter morning. Sausage and eggs at a minimum with possible surprises. Served from 8 to 9 but coffee will remain in the fellowship hall while the young folks plant and hunt eggs (about 500!!!). Easter Sunday Service will start at 10 a.m.
Under other business there was further discussion about smoking on our grounds. Also it was decided to investigate the cost of a “cleaning service” to do “whole church” cleaning. No decision beyond that was reached but cost versus service provided would be evaluated at our next meeting.

Adjourned at 12:30 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted:

John Ingram

Council Secretary

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
_Date  
   Attendance        Offering

March 6
       57
           $2,912.09
April 3

46
      $3,082.00

March 9
       25
           $   244.00
April 10
44
      $1,322.00

March 13
       40
           $1,657.00
April 17
48
      $2,376.00

March 20
       42
           $1,660.50
April 24
85
      $2,419.85
March 27
       44
           $   757.00
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Vacation Bible School coming with many opportunities to volunteer and serve!

Mark your calendars!  Faith will offer a Vacation Bible School the week of July 25th through July 29th.  Melissa Boggs has graciously volunteered to head this up.  Our theme will be “PandaMania.” More details to follow…
You are invited!

The congregation is invited to the wedding of Nancy Witcher and Richard Baisden on Tuesday evening, May 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church.  A small reception will follow at the church.   Please come and help Nancy and Richard celebrate this joyous occasion.  

                                          Jackson Annual National Day of Prayer 
Hope to see YOU!

THERE IS Power in PRAYER.... because there is POWER IN OUR GOD! :)

Stand in the Gap through Prayer! 

Jackson Annual National Day of Prayer

Join us:

Thursday, May 5th

Memorial Building Steps

7pm

light dinner 1 hr prior

rain location:

CUMC Family Life Center
EVENTS FOR May
       May 1  Setting one Liturgy
         4  Jackson Ministerial Association 12:30 at Cardo's
         7  WELCA Yard Sale (starts at 9)
         8  Council/Mother's Day
        11  WELCA excursion to Adena (10:30 tour)
        12  Jackson Food Pantry Board meeting 9:00 at CUMC
        17  Women of Faith at 6:30
        20 & 21 Synod Assembly
        30  Memorial Day
Walking Together

Along with all the beauty and new signs of life, spring also brings the threat of tornadoes and flooding. Through our congregational giving, we – the ELCA – stand with those whose homes and businesses and church buildings have been lost, and we are there to help them rebuild their lives. 

For example, the ELCA, through Lutheran Disaster Response, sent a $10,000 emergency grant to Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota for immediate response to the flooding along the Red River and its tributaries. Unlike many other rivers, the Red River flows north. During the weekend of April 9 – 10 the Red River crested at Fargo, N.D. and Moorhead, MN, about two feet short of the record level set in 2009. Levies protected both cities from widespread flooding. 


In rural areas north and south of Fargo and Moorhead, however, overland flooding of fields, roads, and homes has reached unprecedented levels.  "A lot of times in this kind of flood, people think about the bigger cities," said the Rev. William E. Rindy, bishop of the Eastern North Dakota Synod, Fargo. "The rural folks are easily forgotten in this kind of flooding." 
    
 For that reason, the Rev. Kevin Massey, director, ELCA Domestic Disaster Response and Lutheran Disaster Response, said Lutheran Disaster Response will concentrate its work and efforts on assessing and serving the needs of people who live in rural areas. The effect of the flood on rural communities could be of historic proportions, he said.
    
 Olivet Lutheran Church, Fargo, is preparing meals for and taking them to first responders, such as state police, National Guard and emergency medical personnel, Massey said. In previous years, Olivet has provided meals to people working to prevent flooding or helping to clean up.
    
 "This is a terrific ministry of that church," Massey said. "It's amazing how appreciative the folks are."

.     
At least three congregations in the ELCA Eastern North Dakota Synod are surrounded by flood water, and members may not able to reach the church buildings for worship. In parts of North Dakota, all four lanes of Interstate 29 were flooded. In some cases, congregations may not be able to hold worship services for several weeks.  (Imagine not being able to worship in your familiar church building surrounded by your church family on Easter!)

This is just one example of how our mission support helps others in time of disaster. Tornadoes, flooding, disasters of all kinds: we, the people of the ELCA, are there. Please keep those affected by spring disasters in your prayers, especially those congregations who will not be able to have regular worship services. What a blessing you are!   Information from ELCA news release, April 11
Peg Grimes, mission interpreter

Women of Faith

Women of Faith will meet on May 17th, 6:30 p.m. at the church. Mary Magdalene, from Twelve Extraordinary Women, is our topic, and Heather is our presenter. All women are welcome!

Thought for the Day

            For every minute you are angry, you lose sixty seconds of happiness.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Spring Cleaning Estimates for church
We have received two estimates for cleaning the church.  The first estimate from Made-in-the-Shade out of Wellston was for $280 to $320 (7-8 hours at $40/hr.).  This company would not strip the floors nor steam clean the carpet.  The second estimate, from Dave’s and Son Cleaning, Inc. in Jackson was for $1,820.00.  They would strip and wax the tile floors, steam clean all carpeting, wash all windows in and out and vacuum blinds, clean all light fixtures and air vents, steam clean all grout tile floors, and generally clean the woodwork, kitchen, bathrooms, and chairs.  We are seeking your input on this cleaning and welcome your feedback and/or contributions to this cause.  

Faith Events: May 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion


	
	Nancy & Richie’s 
Wedding at 

7:00
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30; Ministerial meeting at 12:30 at Cardo’s 
	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC

-National Day of Prayer at Mem. Building at 7:00 PM
	Set up for Yardsale
	WELCA
YARDSALE

	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship;
Council meets

Mother’s Day


	
	
	Noon Bible Study;

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30

WELCA
Trip to Adena
	Food Pantry Meeting at 9:00 at CUMC

	
	 

	15
	16
	17
	               18                  
	              19                   
	20
	21

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion;
Mother/

Daughter Tea at 5:00
	
	Women of Faith at 6:30
	Noon Bible Study;

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	SOS
Assembly
	SOS

Assembly

	               22
	23
	24
	               25                 
	26
	27
	               28       

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship;
Parish/Pastor Com. meeting at 11:00; VBS meeting at 12:30
	
	
	Noon Bible Study; Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	29
	30
	31
	
	
	
	

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship
 Baccalaureate Service

At the high school 7:00                 
	Memorial Day
Office closed

	
	
	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in May


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


May 1              Ron Cheatwood


May 15            Phyllis Michael





Serving in May


Readers


May 1              Penny Rupert


May 8             John Rupert


May 15            Pat Gregory


May 22           Micky Flaker


May 29           Lynn Boothe











