Life of Faith Newsletter   
April 2011 church email address: faithlutheran@frognet.net
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations

Birthdays


Anniversaries





4/7   Heather Duda           
4/22 Victoria Leali




4/12 Jeff Fischer

4/23 Karen Ingram




4/12 Jacob Oehler
4/23 Aaron Oehler



4/19 Martha Shade
4/24 Lynn Boothe

4/20 Sadie Mercer
4/27 Amber Leali






4/30 Pastor Robin



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
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The news has been full this past month of images of the terrible disasters that have hit Japan and the aftermath.  The devastating tsunami that followed Japan’s massive earthquake erased some cities from the map.  At the time of preparing this newsletter article, more than half of one town's 17,000 people were missing with ruin dotting the towns and villages along Japan's northeastern coast.  This is a devastation not seen here since the atomic bombs fell during World War II.  The death toll is expected to climb over 18,000 with all the missing people; some 434,000 people were made homeless and are living in shelters.  No doubt many are wondering:  Where is God in all this?  Why didn’t God do anything?  How can a loving God let something like this happen?
Questions like these are understandable in the wake of such devastation.  They convey some very honest emotions, even anger and doubt and do not represent unfaithfulness.  Lament is often found in our Scriptures; all one has to do is start reading the psalms or Job.  We do not know the answer to many of our questions and stand in the company of faithful believers from all times when we admit this.  

David Lose from Luther Seminary says this:  “…the biblical witness urges us to seek God not above tragedy – controlling the fates of nature and humanity – but rather amid tragedy, suffering with us and for us. This is nowhere more clear than in the cross of Jesus, where God was joined to the fullest human experience of loss – suffering an unjust and cruel death – out of love for us. God is present – not causing chaos but entering into it, not sending calamity by suffering through it, not standing over us but holding tightly onto us and promising never to let go. Wherever there is human tragedy and pain, the incarnate and crucified God is there.”

May God’s peace and healing be with the people of Japan and may we all open our hearts to those suffering from this disaster.  

As we continue our Lenten journey toward the cross and the celebration of Easter, I encourage your involvement with the community midweek Lenten lunches and the Holy Week services at Faith.  We will host the midweek luncheon and program at First Baptist Church on Wednesday, April 6th and will be asking for volunteers to help with the food preparation.  On Palm/Passion Sunday will be a processional with palms and a reading of the passion according to the Gospel of Matthew.  Maundy Thursday’s service will include a service of shadows, along with communion, healing and stripping of the altar.   The Jackson Ministerium’s Good Friday service will be at Faith this year at noon, April 22nd.  Then on Easter morning we will celebrate Christ’s resurrection with an Easter breakfast from 8:00-9:00 a.m., followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for the children, and our 10:00 a.m. worship service with communion. 
See you in church!                









Pastor Robin

Mark your calendars!  Faith will offer a Vacation Bible School the week of July 25th through July 29th.  Melissa Boggs has graciously volunteered to head this up.  We are also planning to offer a youth Sunday School program and a catechism class beginning in the fall.  More details will follow…
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
WELCA

MARCH 8, 2011
The women of Faith Lutheran met at the church on March 8, 2011 at 3:30 PM.  Those attending were:  Hope Mauch, Norma Hollingshead, Micky Flaker, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Carol Swank, Roseanna Hughes, Pastor Robin and Louise Mauch.  Carol opened the meeting with a prayer.

Secretary’s Report:  Louise read the minutes from the February 15, 2011 meeting.  Carol asked if there were any corrections/additions-none were offered.  Mary Lynn moved to accept the minutes as read, second by Hope.

Treasurer’s Report:  Norma presented the treasurer’s report for Chris.  The balance as of the last meeting was $2848.84.  March 2, 2011 a check was written to K-Mart for $9.98 for coffee.  This left a balance of $2,838.86 as of 3/8/11.  Micky moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second by Mary Lynn.

Old Business:  Carol asked if there was a report from the Christmas shoe box committee.  The committee has not had a meeting but committee members asked if Carol would mind making an announcement to the church members on Sunday.  There are mark downs on winter clothing and spring sales are coming up and church members may wish to make purchases for the shoe boxes with items that are on sale.  Carol indicated that she would not have any problem making the announcement.

Discussion was held on the yard sale that will be held on May 7, 2011 from 9:00 AM until whenever.  Louise will make the fliers and Norma, Chris and ‘Bonnie will pass the flyers out.  Roseanna will make signs for the outside church sign.  Mary Lynn will contact the local TV/radio station.  Louise will put the date and time of the yard sale in her news release to the local newspapers.  Clothes will not be put in the yard sale.  If clothes are brought in, they will be donated to the Jackson clothesline or the clothing give away.  A group will set up in the narthex for the yard sale.  Volunteers are needed on Friday, May 6, 2011 from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM to price donations brought in.  Hope indicated she will contact Ruth Chose for help in pricing items.  Items brought in before the yard sale can be stored in the fellowship hall or one of the outside sheds.
Carol contacted Susan Morgan about making a presentation on her trip to the Holy Land for the Mother/Daughter tea.  Susan agreed to make the presentation, which should be about a half hour.  The tea will be on May 15, 2011 at 5:00 PM.  Decorations will be done by Micky, Karen, Norma, Bev and Roseanna.  Carol will be coordinating the food (desserts, salads, beverages) and providing door prizes for games played during the tea.
It was decided that the pancake dinner that was proposed for April 16, 2011 will not be held.  Left over pancake mix will be donated to local fire departments.

Carol presented information for the proposed field trip to Adena in Chillicothe.  She will check into dates in May when we may wish to go, with possible rain date.

Carol will make an announcement on Sunday to women of the church who may be interested in attending the Scioto WELCA spring conference on April 10, 2011 at First English Lutheran in Lancaster.  Carol has not received registration packets or other information for the conference, but will keep the women posted.

Carol made other reminders:

-Ash Wednesday service will be held on March 9, 2011 at 7:00 PM.

-Day light savings time will be on March 13, 2011.

-March 14, 16, 18 and 19, 2011 Faith Lutheran to help at the food pantry.

-April 6, 2011 Faith Lutheran is the host for the Lenten luncheon at the Baptist church.  Carol contacted Holzer and they are willing to donate soup for the luncheon.

Door prize was won by Pastor Robin – a bottle of ginger syrup.

Mary Lynn moved to adjourn-second by Norma and Hope.

The women then participated in the pancake dinner for Shrove Tuesday.

Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please register your Kroger Plus cards to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.

Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.

Attendance/Offering Information

Date

     Attendance                Offering

Feb. 6


45

$2,487.00
Feb. 13


50

$4,098.50

Feb. 20 


46

$2,068.00
Feb. 27 


47

$   785.00




      
                        March 6                          57                   
$2,912.09
March 9 (Ash Wed.)
25

$   244.00

March 13
             40
             $1,657.00

March 20
             42

$1,660.50
Notes from Carol:
Don and Bob have successfully repaired our sewer line.  This repair required much digging in the muck, and the replacement of two ten foot sections of pipe, AND much consternation.  The City of Jackson crew has checked our line with their camera truck, imagine how exciting that must be, and we have received no further indication of additional required repairs. 
Please give your opinion on declaring Faith Lutheran Church a smoke free campus to any council member before our April 10 meeting.  We are considering taking this step.
A note for our Readers---It is up to you when you are reading the lessons whether you include the italicized explanation that goes with the reading or not in your reading.  Please continue to move to the front of the sanctuary to read and end with " Here ends the first/second lesson."
You may have noticed that during the Hymn of the Day, the choir is guiding the congregation to stand at the beginning of the last verse of the hymn.  This way we're already standing for the Apostle's Creed or Nicene Creed.  
Many thanks to Nancy and Richie for coordinating the Shrove Tuesday Pancake event.  The food was very tasty!  AND it was so nice not to have to cook that evening.
Thanks, Sam and Jamie, for hosting our March 12 dinner and wine tasting.  We had a great time and are looking forward to another dinner get together with our church family.  If you have ideas for such an activity, please share.
Jamie, Phyllis, Mary Lynn (thanks for driving), Bob, and myself attended a Congregational Leaders event on March 19 at the North Community Lutheran Church in Columbus.   We each received a packet filled with resources, shared a very delicious lunch, and listened to encouraging words from our Bishop, Callon Holloway.  
Faith Lutheran is responsible for the noon community Lenten lunch food and program on April 6.  Holzer will be donating the soup which Ron will collect, and Mary Lynn and Phyllis will be coordinating the rest of the menu.  Phyllis's son will be providing the message with support from Bible verses, etc.
It's spring and time to clear out the extras accumulating in your house yet again.  Contributing your excess plunder to the WELCA yard sale on May 7 would be an excellent way to accomplish this goal.  Items may be stored in the Fellowship Hall.  PLEASE, no clothing.
April is filled with extra opportunities for worship...think about taking advantage of these opportunities to worship our Savior.
EVENTS FOR APRIL
    April 2   Synod Council at Trinity
         4
 Christian Education meeting at 5:30 at Cardo’s





   6   Faith provides food/program for community Lenten lunch;                                                                 
       Jackson Ministerial Association meeting               
             Community Lenten lunches --April 6 and 13
       ****  Choir every Wed. 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 6:30
        10   Council
        12   WELCA at 10:00 AM; Women of Faith at 6:30 PM
        14   Food Pantry Board meeting
        17   Palm Sunday
        21   Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 PM
        22   Community Good Friday service at noon at Faith
        24   Easter Sunday:   breakfast at 8:00 AM,  egg hunt at 9:00 AM, service at  

 10:00 AM


                                                                                                                                                                       28   JAM summer work camp interviews
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Council Meeting 3/13/2011

Called to order at 11:05 by President Carol Swank. Mary Lynn led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Ohler, Bob Swank, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the Feb. 13th meeting were presented. Moved by Ron, seconded by Mary Lynn, accepted as presented.
The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. He explained some entries and provided continuity in the overall flow of income and expenses. Motion to accept the treasurer's reports made by Bob, seconded by Ron. The report was accepted. It was additionally reported that the re-do of the pastor's office only amounted to $200.00 and it was clarified that the Lenten offerings would go to the Faith Lutheran Food Pantry.

The Stewardship Committee reported that the World Hunger Boxes were available. Also that there was a program to provide chicks for one dollar each to folks in need. Council endorsed this program also and allowed members of the congregation might decide to do either or both programs. (The chick concept was to encourage the growing of one's own food as opposed to waiting for the next handout.)

Bob Swank reported that the digging in the yard was an issue with the city regarding leaks of ground water into our portion of the system. He is still working with the city to resolve the matter but is hoping not to have to replace the entire line. 

Pastor/Parish Relations Committee reported that everything was o.k.

Christian Education Committee has met and is developing programs. Specifically they are working to finalize plans for the Vacation Bible School planned for July 25 through July 28. The 29th would be a picnic and include parents. Youth Sunday School is planned to continue for this Spring in present form. How it will be approached this fall is still under discussion. Pastor plans a catechism class to start this fall for those young people who qualify.

Service Committee notes that in April there will be a need to package seeds for distribution and we have the obligation to assist at the Community Food Bank with some men one day to help unload the truck. 

Worship Committee is also active in preparing for the Lenten Season and Easter.

Pastor presented her report for activity and said she was pleased with the new activity on our web site. Included  with her report were the minutes from the Christian Education Committee. The one item presented for council opinion was the addition of a “youth minister.” This was discussed and the consensus was “not at this time.” 

Under “other business” President Carol sent a letter to groups using the church building regarding 

the fact that the church is a non-smoking facility and that the presence of  cigarette trash on the grounds outside detracted from this. There was a discussion that many organizations have declared their entire grounds (i.e. Campus) a non smoking location. No decision was reached regarding this issue.

Adjourned at 12:15 with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted:

John Ingram Council Secretary
Walking Together










If you’ve been in Tractor Supply (TSC) here in Jackson recently, you know they have lots of cute baby chicks and ducklings for sale. They are fun to look at, but most of us don’t have the space or time to raise and care for chickens or ducks. But did you know that you can change lives this Easter with chicks and ducklings? Through ELCA Good Gifts, you can bless a family in need with a very affordable gift of chicks or ducks that can help fight hunger.


A chicken begins laying eggs within a few months of birth. Eggs make nutritious meals and the extra eggs generate income for the family. And both chickens and ducks eat insects that can harm crops, and they fertilize the fields at the same time – a real blessing for farmers.


One dollar will buy one chick, and $20 will buy one duck. This Easter, why not help a family in need with a gift of chicks or a duck? Put whatever you feel moved to give in an envelope, mark it “chicks and ducks”, and add it to the offering plate. Our counters and treasurer will make sure it is forwarded promptly and accurately. If you prefer, send your donation to ELCA Good Gifts, ELCA, 39488 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9400, with “Buck-a-Chick” in the memo line.


On a completely different note, we have all been following the news about the recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan. What you may not know is that we, the members of the ELCA, have been supporting and helping the relief efforts of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church.

The president of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Sumiyuki Watanabe, expressed his gratitude to members of the ELCA for their response to the massive March 11 earthquake and tsunami. Watanabe said the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church plans to develop a relief and recovery plan not just for its members but also for the communities affected. The ELCA will contribute to and assist the Japan church with its plans, he said.
The city of Sendai was near the epicenter of the earthquake and tsunami, but Sendai Lutheran Church was not damaged. The pastor, his family, and all of the children in the congregation’s preschool program are safe, but of course they are dealing with the aftermath and shortages as is everyone else in the area.

It is interesting to note that the ELCA, along with predecessor churches, has worked in Japan since 1892. Currently, there are 22 missionaries serving in Japan; all were reported safe.
   
When natural disasters hit, no matter where in the world, it never takes long for the ELCA to respond, and it is the continued faithful giving of our members that makes that possible. If you feel moved to make a special offering, your envelope should be marked “Pacific Earthquake and Tsunami Response.” Again, just pop it in the offering plate and the counters and treasurer will take it from there. The Rev. Daniel Rift, director for the ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal, assures members that one hundred percent of all gifts will go to the people most affected. 

Some of us can give a little extra for chicks and ducks. Some of us can give a little extra for those affected by the earthquake and tsunami. But most importantly, all of us can continue to pray for those affected by disaster and for those in need all over the world. What a blessing you are!








Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Women of Faith

Women of Faith will meet on April 12th, 6:30 p.m. at the church. This is one week earlier than usual due to Holy Week. Mary Magdalene, from Twelve Extraordinary Women, is our topic, and Heather is our presenter. All women are welcome!
Faith Events: APRIL 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	
	
	
	Lenten lunch at First Bapt.;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30;


	
	
	Synod Council at Trinity; 
Humane Society Yard Sale

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion

	Christian Education Meeting @ 5:30 PM @ Cardo’s
	
	Lenten lunch/ Faith provides;
Jackson Min. Assoc.-follows lunch;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30

	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC


	
	 

	10
	11
	12
	               13             
	               14             
	15
	16

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship;
Council meets


	
	WELCA – 10:00 AM;

Women of Faith - 6:30
	Lenten lunch

at First Bapt.;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	17
	18
	19
	          20                  
	21
	22
	               23

	Palm Sunday

9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion

	
	
	Lenten lunch

at First Bapt.;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	Maundy Thursday 
Service`with Holy Communion & Healing
At 7:00 PM
	Community Good Friday service at noon at Faith
	

	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	Easter!

8:00-Breakfast

9:00-Egg hunt

10:00- Worship & Holy Communion
                  
	
	
	Lenten lunch

at First Bapt.

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30

	JAM summer work camp interviews
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in April


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


April 3             Carol Swank


Palm Sunday    Bob Swank


Easter             Gary Vollrath 








Serving in April


Readers


April 3            Heather Duda


April 10           Nancy Witcher


Palm Sunday    Jamie Mauch


Easter             Gary Vollrath











