Life of Faith Newsletter   
March, 2011 church email address: faithlutheran@frognet.net
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              
                                                 Birthdays                                               Anniversaries

3/2 Patrick Tinker
3/14 John Morgan                        3/4 Don & Susan Morgan
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3/4 Norma Hollingshead
3/18 Jay Callebs


3/4 Ruth Ann Neer 
3/22 Sharon Leali


3/4 Will Morgan

3/24 Peyton Ramsey


3/5 Brenda Shope

3/28 Phyllis Michael

3/7 Al Tinker



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)  

As we draw near to two months of ministry together, I have much for which to rejoice and be thankful.  The new office furniture and computer are wonderful – a big thanks to Carol and Bob for their efforts assembling the desk, bookshelves, and chair, and for their generous donation of a computer and printer.  And thank you, WELCA, for helping to pay to update the office.  I am also thankful for the invitations to lunch or dinner, for your willingness to open up your homes for a visit, and especially for the prayers and support you’ve offered me and my family while Paul is gone. He arrived safely in Afghanistan early in February and is counting the days until he’s back in the states, as Amy and I are doing likewise.  


I’ve been working on getting new information and pictures together to update our web site (www.faithlutheran.info).  Rick Callebs has graciously volunteered to continue to maintain our site.  Check the site out – it looks great!   We’ll add pictures as we get them.  I’m also selecting catechism curriculum, and hope to begin a one year confirmation class in the fall.  We’ve had a few people express interest in joining Faith, and I am putting together new member materials, along with gathering resources to teach about the sacraments of baptism and holy communion (especially for our youth).  I am continuing to visit our shut-ins and those homebound and starting to visit other members too.  If you would like to be visited more “sooner” than “later”, please let me know so we can get a visit scheduled.   


As you have probably noticed in the bulletin by now, we have made a few changes.  Our weekly attendance and offering figures are now listed in the bulletin.  Jamie and I are also revamping the prayers somewhat.  Before we add a new name to our prayer list for healing (for the bulletin and the prayers in worship), please, please, ensure that the person has given his/her permission to be prayed for, because of privacy issues involving the HIPAA laws.  At the end of four weeks, the name will be removed unless renewed.  


With Lent right around the corner, Faith will continue to be involved with the community midweek Lenten lunches and programs and will host this on Wednesday, April 6th.  The Jackson Ministerium’s Good Friday service will be at Faith this year at noon, April 22nd, and I have been asked to preach.  We will also have a Shrove Tuesday pancake and sausage supper on March 8th, an Ash Wednesday communion service with the imposition of ashes at 7 p.m. on March 9th, and a Maundy Thursday service with communion and healing during Holy Week (with possibly a Seder meal prior to the service).  More details will follow.  As we enter the season of Lent, the themes of penitence and confession, baptism/baptismal renewal, prayer, fasting, and service are prevalent.  Let us prepare our hearts for our forty day Lenten journey toward the cross and the baptismal waters of Easter.      










  See you in church!                









Pastor Robin
WELCA—NEWS RELEASE
The women of Faith Lutheran in Jackson met at the church on February 15, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  Those attending were:  Mary Lynn Vititoe, Roseanna Hughes, Carol Swank, Chris Fraley, Norma Hollingshead, Hope Mauch, Phyllis Michael, Micky Flaker, Bev Morris, and Louise Mauch.

The meeting started with a slide presentation from Bob and Carol Swank of their daughter Robin’s mountain climbing expedition in Argentina.

The women decided to have their annual spring yard sale on May 7, 2011 from 9:00 AM to noon or later.  There was some pancake mix that was donated to the church and the women decided to use some for Shrove Tuesday (March 8, 2011) and Easter breakfast on April 24, 2011.  Other suggestions were to use the pancake mix for another pancake dinner on the Saturday before Palm Sunday (April 16, 2011).  If there is pancake mix left over, it could be donated to other charitable organizations.  The women discussed how to handle the Christmas shoe boxes that need to be made later this year.  A committee of Chris Fraley, Norma Hollingshead, Hope Mauch and Louise Mauch will meet and present their suggestions on the Christmas shoe boxes at a later meeting.  The women will again plan on having a Mother/Daughter tea on May 15, 2011.  The meal will consist of carry in salads and desserts.  The women expressed an interest in a trip to Adena in Chillicothe sometime in May.  There will be an upcoming conference for Scioto Valley for the Lutheran women in the area on April 10, 2011 at English Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Ohio.  The fall conference will be on September 24, 2011 at Epiphany Lutheran church in Centerville, Ohio.

Faith Lutheran will be hosting the Lenten luncheon on April 6, 2011 at the Baptist church.  Carol suggested that since the next women’s meeting is on March 8, 2011 and is on the same day as Shrove Tuesday, that the women change their meeting and participate in the pancake dinner.  The women agreed to the suggestion.  Phyllis moved to adjourn, second by Bev.  Phyllis won the door prize.
EVENTS FOR MARCH

March 2 Jackson Ministerial Association 12:30 at Four Winds Nursing Community

      6   Christian Education Committee meets following church
      8   WELCA at 3:30 PM   //  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Event  4--6 PM
      9   Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 PM
     10   Jackson Food Pantry Board meeting 9:00 AM at CUMC
     13   Church council/ DST begins
     14, 16, 18, and 19 volunteer at the Jackson food pantry
     15   Women of Faith  6:30 PM
     17   St. Patrick's Day
     19   Congregational Officer's Day   10:00--2:00
     20   Spring begins
     16, 23, and 30  Community noon Lenten lunches

Attendance/Offering Information

Date

     Attendance            Offering

Jan. 2


37

$1,670.00

Jan. 9


33

$1,175.00

Jan. 16


68

$1,897.70

Jan. 23


58

$2,291.15




      
                        Jan. 30                            54                   
$1,457.25

Feb. 6


45

$2,487.00

Feb. 13

             50
             $4,098.50

Feb. 20

             46

$2,068.00
Notes from Carol:

As members of the Jackson Ministerial Association, we support the Jackson Food Pantry/Clothesline with donations of time, clothes, food, assorted items, and money.  The member churches of this association are scheduled, on a rotating schedule, to volunteer some time to actually "working" at the pantry under the direction of Nancy Witcher, the manager.  Our turn (but you can volunteer to work any time the pantry is open) comes around again the week of March 14.  This means you could volunteer to work on the 14th, 16th, 18th, and/or the 19th.  Hours are 10--2 on Mon., Wed., Fri., and 9--1 on Sat.  You may volunteer the whole time of any day OR ALL days OR any part of any day.  Nancy will find something for you to do.
Our average Sunday attendance, thus far in 2011, is 49.28--anyone pregnant?   68 on Jan. 16 is our highest Sunday presently and 33 on Jan. 9 has been our lowest Sunday.
It is probably too soon to talk about offering averages, but for your information, January's Sunday offering average was $1462.92 and the building fund average was $260.30.
We have invested $768.50 (desk, chair, shelves) in creating a pleasant office for Pastor Robin, but there are other things to acknowledge.  Thanks, WELCA, for the $375.00 donation to help with this.  Pastor Robin also donated money to spend on her office; her donation paid for the chair and part of the shelves.  A $658.00 computer plus a $179.00 printer have been donated.  If my math is reasonably correct, whipping the Pastor's office into shape has cost our treasury approximately $200.00 when all is said and done.
You will notice on the March calendar that we are having a Shrove Tuesday pancake meal.  We will have pancakes (mix donated from the Jackson Food Pantry) and sausage (also donated but not sure from whom.)  Pancakes will be served to members of our congregation and their guests from 4 -- 6 PM.  Donations will be cheerfully accepted and will be routed into our own Good Samaritan Fund.  I hear a rumor that there may be some unusual activities included and some pancake jokes told.  Why should we celebrate Shrove Tuesday?  And what does the word shrove mean?  The day before the beginning of Lent is known as Shrove Tuesday.  Shrove is is the past tense of shrive in old-fashioned English (he shrives, he shroves, he has shriven.)  To shrive someone, in old-fashioned English, is to hear acknowledgment of his sins, to assure him of God's forgiveness, and to give appropriate spiritual advice.  The term survives today in ordinary usage in the expression "short shrift."   To give someone short shrift is to pay very little attention to his excuses or problems.  The longer expression is, "to give him short shrift and a long rope," which formerly meant to hang a criminal with a minimum of delay.  On Shrove Tuesday, many Christians make a special point of self-examination, of considering what wrongs they need to repent, and what amendments of life or spiritual growth they especially need to ask God's help in dealing with.   Shrove Tuesday is also called Fat Tuesday because on this day a thrifty housewife uses up the fats that she has kept around for cooking that she will not use during Lent.  Since pancakes are a standard way of using up fat, we have pancakes and also call the day Pancake Tuesday.  We change our eating habits during Lent since the 40 days of Lent represent the time that Jesus spent in the desert before the beginning of his public ministry where he endured temptation by Satan.  While we, as Christians, are not going to spend the 40 days of Lent without the necessary for survival food and water, many of us do pick certain food items or activities to give up in preparation for Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Fundraising Information:

If you have not done so already, please register your Kroger Plus cards to the Community Rewards program, designating Faith Lutheran Church – Jackson, as the recipient.  If you need assistance doing this, please contact Pastor Robin.

Also, our congregation is now registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.

Council Meeting 2/13/2011

Called to order at 11:25 by President Carol Swank, who led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Ohler, Bob Swank, John Ingram and Pastor Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the Jan. 9th meeting and Jan 23rd organizational meeting were presented. Moved by Ron, seconded by Bob, accepted as presented..

The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. He explained some entries and provided continuity in the overall flow of income and expenses. He also presented a summary of the church's investments. Discussion followed with the consensus that a couple needed review before rollover. Bob and Ron volunteered to contact. Motion to accept the treasurer's reports made by John, seconded by Ron. The reports were accepted.

Improvements to Pastor's office have been accomplished. Furniture has changed and a computer added. Property committee also added two folding tables since two of the existing tables were showing excessive wear and tear.

The Lenten and Easter offerings were designated toward the Faith Lutheran Food Pantry.  (It was allowed that this could be shared with the Community Pantry, but that we have been under pressure since we provide some items not available in the community pantry.)

There was a brief discussion about our web site. No action taken but Pastor wanted to review how it was posted and whether or not it was compatible with the Lutheran web.

Synod has asked that we participate in their World Hunger Drive. This involves members keeping little boxes, filling them with loose change and collecting them up about Easter. Mary Lynn moved that we participate and Ron seconded,  Accepted.

Committee appointments were reviewed. President Carol had them summarized and that is attached to this report. It was allowed that additional committee members could be added. One area where development is desired is Christian Education. 

The Gideon organization asked for an opportunity to address the congregation and 10 minutes was allowed at the Feb. 27th Service.

Synod has planned a Congregational Officer's Day for March 19th from 10 until 2 at the North Community Lutheran Church . Several Council members suggested they would attend.

Lent and Easter Plans;

Shrove Tuesday - will be observed with pancakes from 4 pm to 6 pm at the church.

Ash Wednesday – at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Wargowsky will conduct Ash Wednesday services with communion at the church.

Maundy Thursday - observance is to be scheduled.

Wednesday Community Lenten Lunches will be held. We are responsible for the program April 6th. which we host. Carol will be developing this but will be looking for help.

Easter Sunday- John will chair the Faith Lutheran men preparing a breakfast served from 8 a.m. until 9 a.m. A Sunrise Service to precede breakfast is planned. Volunteers to handle an egg hunt for the youngsters after breakfast and before the regular 10 a.m. Service are needed. The coffee pot will be hot in the fellowship hall after breakfast for the adults while the young folks seek eggs.

Pastor submitted her monthly activity report showing that she has had a busy January.  April is our month to help at the food pantry. One day extra help is needed is when the truck arrives and food needs to be unloaded and carried into the pantry.

Pastor asked about banners and was shown a sample of one set. How to display was also discussed.

Pastor's salary was reallocated with more going to housing allowance (from $12,000. to $16,000) and less to actual salary. Moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by Ron,  accepted.

Adjourned at 12:20 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted:
John Ingram  

Council Secretary

Pastor/Parish Support Committee
Faith’s Pastor/Parish Support Committee met for the first time on Sunday, January 30th, after church. Committee members and length of term are: Roseanna Hughes (3 years), Nancy Witcher (3 years), Beverly Morris (2 years), Carl Greever (2 years), Heather Duda (1 year), and Michael Grimes, chair (1 year).  Initial term length was determined by lot, and one-third of the committee will rotate off each year. 

The purpose of the Pastor/Parish Support Committee is to:

· Provide information, encouragement, and support to the pastor

· Function as a sounding-board for the pastor

· Serve as a pipeline to share ideas, concerns, and opinions from the congregation to the pastor

Note: the Pastor/Parish Support Committee is an important communication tool, but it does not take the place of other means of communication between the pastor and the congregation, nor does it assume the responsibilities of other committees or the church council. 

Members of the congregation wishing to express a compliment, criticism, concern, or opinion are encouraged to do so directly with the pastor, council, or appropriate committee. If a congregational member does not wish to do so directly, the compliment, criticism, concern, or opinion may be shared openly, not anonymously, with the Pastor/Parish Support Committee. 









Michael Grimes, chair
Women of Faith
Women of Faith met Tuesday evening, February 15th, to share favorite Bible verses and to discuss and plan study topics for 2011. Our agenda to date is

· March: “I’ve always wondered about…” Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday (Carol) 
  St Patrick’s Day (Samantha)                   

· April:  “I’ve always wondered about…”  Mary Magdalene (Heather)

· May: selection from Three Months with Matthew (Jamie)

· June/July/August: “Come to the Waters,” from Lutheran Women Today (Peg)

Women of Faith meets at the church the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Come grow and learn with us – all women are welcome!

Walking Together

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” (Matthew 25:35) Members of Faith help feed the hungry: through the Jackson Food Pantry/Clothesline on Main Street, the Jackson Area Ministries, the Southern Ohio Synod, and the ELCA. But did you know there is also a food pantry at Faith? 

Down the hall toward the fellowship room, on the right-hand side, is a small room stocked with donated food, toilet paper, and cleaning supplies to help our neighbors. The need is always great, but especially now with so many out of work. The next time you are shopping, why not pick up some canned goods, other non-perishable groceries, or maybe some rolls of toilet paper, and bring them to church for the food pantry? If we each bring a little, it will add up to a lot. What a blessing you are!








Peg Grimes, mission interpreter 
Organizational information from Carol
Faith Lutheran's Constitution stipulates Congregational Committees in Chapter 13 sections .01 through .06 and in the Chapter 19 Bylaws section .05.  The following is a list of the required committees matched with the people who have consented to serve at this point in time:
from Chapter 13
Executive Committee – consists of the officers of the congregation and the Pastor (Council president-Carol Swank,Vice-president-Phyllis Michael, Secretary-John Ingram, Treasurer-Bob Swank, Financial Secretary MaryLynn Vititoe/Jamie Mauch, Pastor Robin Wargowsky, and council members--Ron Cheatwood and Bob Oehler)                    
****There is no Worship Committee designated in our constitution.  Worship is listed as a function of council.  Council is creating this committee as is a council privilege.  Heather Duda is chair of this committee and will be asking some of our members to serve on the Worship Committee.   Worship Committee will deal with issues related to all of our worship services.  Council duties are listed in Chapter 12 sections .01 through .12.  Chapter 11 discusses the officers.

Staff Support Committee-- (Pastor/Parish Relations)  The members of the previously appointed Call Committee have consented to serve on this committee:  Michael Grimes, chair; Heather Duda; Carl Greever; Roseanna Hughes; Beverly Morris; and Nancy Witcher.  As our constitution does not lay out the duties of this committee, Michael Grimes has created a very well thought out document which includes the purpose, the member traits, the makeup, the frequency of meetings, and the ground rules for this committee.  Council has approved this statement.

Audit Committee--two voting members appointed by council to audit the books at the end of the year  (Dec. 2011/Jan. 2012)

Nominating Committee--four voting members of the congregation, two of whom are the outgoing members of council  (Jan. 2012 election--Phyllis Michael and Ron Cheatwood plus two)
Call Committee--six voting members appointed by council when a pastoral vacancy occurs                                                                        

From Chapter 19 Bylaws
Witness Committee--(We call this the Fellowship/Evangelism Committee)--five voting members appointed by council;  Karen Ingram and Roseanna Hughes have agreed to co-chair this committee once again, and they will be recruiting members.  This committee, according to the constitution, has the following duties:   1) make this congregation a more faithful and visible witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Jackson community, 2) assume responsibility for congregational publicity within the community, 3) explore ways this congregation might be better equipped to witness to their faith at every opportunity in daily life, 4) assume leadership in the congregation to restore those who have lapsed from active membership, 5) assume leadership in inviting and assimilating new members into the fellowship of the church, and 6) assume leadership in ensuring the continued care and nurture of the congregation's sick and shut in members.

Christian Education Committee--five voting members appointed by council.  Members and a chair are needed for this committee.  This committee's duties include education programs like Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Bible study, and Confirmation classes.  This committee recruits, trains, and equips leaders and teachers.  Presently, we have scheduled a meeting for March 6 after church.  We are asking the following people to attend at this point in time:  Chris Fraley, Melissa Boggs, Susan Morgan, Karen Ingram, and Beverly Morris.  Please fell free to attend and help!!

Service Committee--five voting members   This committee acts as a liaison between the congregation and the Jackson Food Pantry/Clothesline and Jackson Area Ministries.  It responds to the dispossessed in our congregation and community and implements programs designed for congregational use by the national office of the ELCA.   Jamie Mauch is the chair, and committee members are Phyllis Michael, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Nancy Witcher, and Carol Swank.

Support Committee--Our constitution  breaks this into a Property Committee and an ad hoc Stewardship Committee.   Our Property Committee consists of Bob Swank, chair, and Ron Cheatwood, Don Morgan, Gary Vollrath, Jamie Mauch, and Carol Swank.  Anyone else wish to help?     Our Stewardship Committee is led by Mary Lynn Vititoe with committee members Bob Swank, Phyllis Michael, Jamie Mauch, and includes the counters:  Grimes, Churaks, Heather Duda, Nancy Huston, Gary Vollrath, and Ron Cheatwood. 

THE PASTOR IS AN EX OFFICIO MEMBER OF ALL CHAPTER 19 COMMITTEES.
Faith Events: MARCH 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30;

Jackson Min. Assoc.-12:30- Four Winds
	
	
	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion;

Christian Ed. Com. Meets after worship
	
	WELCA – 10:00 AM;
Shrove Tuesday event 4-6
	Noon Bible Study;

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30

Ash Wed. service – 7:00 PM
	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC


	
	 

	13
	14
	15
	               16      
	               17     
	18
	19

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship;
 Church

Council meets

-Daylight Savings Time Begins
	
	Women of Faith - 6:30
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	St. Patrick’s Day
	
	Congregational  Officer’s Day - Columbus

	20
	21
	22
	               23             
	24
	25
	26

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion
-First Day of Spring
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	
	

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship

	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30n


	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in March


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


March 6   Michael Leali


March 9   Lynn Boothe


March 20 Jamie Mauch 








Serving in March


Readers


March 6 – Karen Ingram


March 13 – Suzanne Jenkins


March 20 – Ruthann Neer 


March 27 – Bob Oehler











