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Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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Celebrations


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

             
                       
Birthday Celebrations!!



02/02 Pr Kathy Patman
 02/12 Peg Grimes
02/27 Bonnie Churak
02/07 Michael Grimes
 02/13 Maria Leali



                                                                   02/24 Maxine Sears         02/17 Grace Tinker
02/08 Robin Harris 
 02/18 Susan Morgan



                02/10 Jaley Fischer
   02/20 Jay Rupert
                                        
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
WELCA--January 11, 2011
Despite the nasty weather conditions, a few brave WELCA members--Hope Mauch, Chris Fraley, Roseanna Hughes, Carol Swank, and Pastor Robin Wargowsky--attended the January 11 meeting.
The opening devotion was based on Jeremiah 1:  4--10 and taken from the Christ in our Home booklet.  It contained encouraging words for pastors and the prayer concern was pastors.  Our brand new pastor, Pastor Robin, was the guest speaker.  Those of us attending this meeting now know quite a bit about our pastor.  Thank you, Pastor!
The secretary's report was accepted as was the treasurer's report--motion by Hope and seconded by Roseanna.  The beginning treasurer's balance was $3538.44; ending balance is $3237.84.  Hope volunteered to add her signature to the checkbook, and she will write a check to Chris for $36.00 to replace money owed to Chris. Our treasury owes Chris $50.00. (We gave Chris the $14.00 offering collected on the 11th.) due to financial happenings in connection with our bake sale.  Some people paid for products with checks made out to Faith Lutheran Church rather than WELCA.   Chris wrote a personal check to WELCA for $50.00 to take care of this situation not remembering that WELCA had voted to pay for the Christmas dinner ham.  Since Chris was unavailable to pay for the Christmas ham, the church treasurer covered the cost.  Therefore, WELCA owed the church the price of the ham which was more than $50.00, but the council president and treasurer accepted the $50.00 that was incorrectly designated and called that transaction complete.
Since we had such a slight number of members present, we tabled conversations about money making projects, the Mother/Daughter Tea, Samaritan's Purse Shoebox Christmas, the spring WELCA Scioto Conference, and a spring "field trip."
It was noted that there will be a pancake dinner at Faith on Sat., Jan. 15 from 4--6 PM with the profit going to the Jackson Ministerial Association's Good Samaritan Fund.  Pancake mix will be provided by the Jackson Food Pantry.   Pastor Robin's Installation with a reception following is Jan. 16, and our annual congregational meeting is Jan. 23.
Pastor Wargowsky won the door prize--Charleston Gray Tea purchased at the Charleston Tea Plantation, America's only tea plantation.  The meeting was adjourned.
Notes from Carol:
January 2 we hosted a soup and sandwich luncheon for our interim pastor, the Reverend O. Franklin Johnson.  The food was very tasty, and those attending thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  We celebrated Pastor Johnson's time with us.  We sincerely appreciate Pastor Johnson's skills, but we are moving on into a new phase in Faith Lutheran' history.
Several of us traveled to Wilmington on January 9 for Pastor Robin's Ordination.  It was a truly magnificent communion service.  There is a copy of the service available for anyone wishing to peruse the service.  Find this copy in the Narthex on the glass table.
Pastor Robin Wargowsky was installed as Pastor here at Faith on Sunday, January 16.  Pastor Jeff Wick, assistant to Bishop Holloway, performed the installation rite.  Pastor Robin promised,  in the presence of our congregation, to preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures and the confessions of the Lutheran Church; to carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; to be diligent in her study of the holy scriptures and in her use of the means of grace; to love, serve, and pray for God's people nourishing us with the Word and sacraments, and leading us by her own example in faithful service and holy living;  and to give faithful witness in the world that God's love may be known in all that she does.  Our congregation pledged to receive Robin as a messenger of Jesus Christ sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation.  We promised to regard her as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God.
We declared we will pray for Pastor Robin, help and honor her for her work's sake; and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ.  Of course, both Pastor Robin and the congregation asked God to help us with each and every one of these promises.
The Jan. 15 quickly organized Pancake Dinner to make use of a portion the 800 pound pancake mix anonymous donation to the Jackson Food Pantry made $180.00 to donate to the Jackson Ministerial Association Good Samaritan Fund.  Hopefully, we will be able to double this donation through Thrivent matching funds.
In spite of recent snowfall and extremely cold temperatures, we had a very nice turnout for our annual congregational meeting on Jan. 23.   Thanks to all of you for attending.  It is reassuring to have more members rather than just a quorum present to deal with the business of our congregation.
  We approved the secretary's report from both 2010 congregational meetings and accepted the treasurer's year end report. The books had been audited and found to be in order.   The budget for 2011 was approved.  Carol Swank was re-elected to council and Bob Oehler is our newly elected council member.  The folks who served on the Call Committee have agreed to continue serving by becoming the Pastor/Perish Committee.   Present committee chairpersons were thanked for their service as were the money counting crew and our musicians.   We recognized our members who serve in the Jackson community:  Nancy Witcher manages the Food/Pantry/Clothesline, and Phyllis Michael is president of that board.  Jamie Mauch works for Jackson Area Ministries, and Carol Swank is on that board.  Pastor Wargowsky shared plans and gave us an idea of her schedule.  We will be participating in a free money deal through Kroger's.  Be sure to use your Kroger card when shopping there.  We'll have the procedure mapped out soon, and certainly some money will come to us from Kroger.
Immediately following the congregational meeting, council met to elect officers for this year.  The results:    Carol Swank is president, Phyllis Michael is vice-president, John Ingram is secretary, and council endorsed Bob Swank as treasurer.  The next council meeting is Feb. 13.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Have fun, make friends, learn!

February 1st is the deadline to register for the next Lay School of Theology course: Old Testament Survey. Classes meet once a month, beginning on February 12, at Calvary Lutheran in Chillicothe. 

Perhaps you are thinking, “I’m not a theologian.” Do you think about God? If you do, then you are a theologian, because theology means “thinking about God”! 

Perhaps you are thinking, “I don’t know much about the Old Testament.” Then this is the course for you, because it is geared to the average person in the pew. And the learning takes place in an atmosphere that is warm, friendly, and non-threatening. 

Perhaps you are thinking, “But I won’t know anyone there.” You may not know anyone when you walk in, but you will before you leave! Many warm and lasting friendships have been formed at LST classes. 

Finally, perhaps you are thinking, “I can’t afford it.” Registration is $50 and the book is $24.96 through Amazon (used and like-new copies are available for less.) If you cannot afford the fees, but are willing to commit to four Saturdays of learning, please talk with our Council President, Carol Swank ; funding may be available. 

Full details and registration forms are on the bulletin board in the narthex. We hope you will join us for fun, friendship, and learning more about our God.
Walking Together











Haiti has been in the news recently as they marked the one-year anniversary of the earthquake that devastated the country. Over 250,000 people were killed, 300,000 were injured, and most of the more than 1.5 million who were displaced are still living in camps. 


The ELCA (and that includes all of us at Faith Lutheran, Jackson) remains actively involved in Haiti, concentrating its efforts on a multiyear rebuilding effort. We continue to help with immediate needs of food, water, temporary shelter and medical supplies, while focusing on longer-term efforts such as housing needs and providing educational and income-generating opportunities.


Many can do so much more than one, and so the ELCA partnered with The Lutheran Church in Haiti, The Lutheran World Federation-Haiti, the ACT Alliance (Geneva), Church World Service (New York), and Lutheran World Relief (Baltimore), and others to bring relief in the first days and weeks following the earthquake.

As part of its long-term strategy today, the ELCA is working primarily through the Lutheran Church in Haiti and The Lutheran World Federation-Haiti. Specific projects include rebuilding of homes (lack of land titles has slowed this project), trade skills training (especially masonry, carpentry, and agriculture), education (providing temporary schools), and health (cholera is a serious issue).

    
The efforts of humanitarian groups can only fill in gaps, however; the decades-old problems of poverty, exclusion, and hunger also need to be addressed. "The work in Haiti has been both challenging and inspirational," the Rev. Daniel Rift, director of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, said in a recent interview. “The witness of neighbors coming to one another's aid, of hope reborn, children returning to school and those left lame from the earthquake being able to reclaim life, are a living testimony to the goodness and fortitude of many and a witness to caring presence."
     
Rift added that the challenges ahead are monumental, and the ELCA churchwide organization, synods and partners are privileged to work in Haiti. "Giving for work in Haiti has been generous, and every penny given will be used for the response," he said.


None of us here at Faith may ever go to Haiti personally, but through our gifts and offerings we are the hands and feet and love of Christ in Haiti. What a blessing you are!


(Information for this article: ELCA news release, January 12, 2011.) 









Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Council Meeting 1/09/2011

Called to order at 10:50 by President Carol Swank.

Pastor Johnson led the Council in prayer.

Members present: Carol Swank, Bob Swank, John Ingram, Don Morgan and Pastor Johnson. Gary Vollrath also attended. 

Gary presented a gift from his father's estate of $12,000 which will be dispensed over the year at $1000 per month. The gift would be divided $200 per month to building fund and the balance to go to the general fund with emphasis to enabling full time pastor presence. Moved to accept made by Don, seconded, John, approved.

Minutes of the December 12th meeting were presented. Moved by Don, second, John, accepted

Treasurer's report was presented by Bob with a review of circumstances. Moved to accept, John, seconded, Don, accepted.

Next we reviewed the year end report from Bob. Moved to accept, Don, seconded, John, accepted.

The proposed budget for 2011 was presented by Bob. Discussion ensued. Moved to recommend to the Congregation, John, seconded, Don, accepted.

We elected to have a pancake dinner January 15th from 4 to 6 chaired by Nancy Witcher with the proceeds to benefit the Ministerial Association. This was prompted by a donation of pancake mix to the Association.

A request to make a brief presentation was received from the Gideon group to be made February 27th and this was approved.

The Annual Congregation meeting will be held January 23rd to approve the budget and elect two new council members to fill seats of retiring members. Candidates are Suzanne Jenkins, Jamie Mauch, Bob Oehler and Carol Swank. Council did not have any issue to add to the meeting agenda.

Other dates noted were Robin Wargowsky's ordination being held January 9th and Pastor Robin's installation at our church on January 16th with a reception to follow.

Council expressed our appreciation for Pastor Johnson's efforts on our behalf while he served at our interim pastor. His response was, “Thank you.” 

There being no other business Council adjourned at 12:37 with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

John Ingram

February Newsletter Article from Pastor Robin
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!   2 Corinthians 5:17
“See, everything has become new!”  That pretty much sums up the happenings in my life the last several months.  A new year…a new career…a new congregation…a new home…a new city…new family dynamics, etc.  As I reflect on all the “newness” that I have experienced recently, I write this first newsletter article with many different feelings – joy to have been matched with a great congregation, excitement about serving the Lord in this setting, but some sadness about leaving another great congregation named Faith, and that my husband, Paul, will not be able to join in this new experience for another year and a half.  I am so thankful for the secure and everlasting arms of Jesus holding me close through all these changes.

As we begin our ministry together at Faith, I will be integrating what I have learned the last four years of seminary and my contextual education experiences into a new parish context in Appalachia.  As we partnership in ministry together, spreading the Good News of Christ’s love, and increasing the kingdom of God, I welcome your feedback and ideas.  May our ministry together be joyful and enriching for all. 

I thought you might enjoy this article I found on the internet about the “perfect pastor”.  It’s a good thing that God uses “cracked pots” as pastors and doesn’t require perfection…  (Please excuse the non-inclusive language – I didn’t want to alter this).






The Perfect Pastor

The Perfect Pastor preaches exactly 10 minutes. He condemns sin roundly, but never hurts anyone's feelings. He works from 8 a.m. until midnight, and is also the church janitor. The Perfect Pastor makes $40 a week, wears good clothes, drives a good car, buys good books, and donates $30 a week to the church. He is 29 years old and has 40 years' worth of experience. Above all, he is handsome. The Perfect Pastor has a burning desire to work with teenagers, and he spends most of his time with the senior citizens. He smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to his church. He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in his office to be handy when needed. The Perfect Pastor always has time for church meetings and all of its committees, never missing the meeting of any church organization. And he is always busy evangelizing the unchurched. The Perfect Pastor is always in the next town over! 

[If your pastor does not measure up, simply send this notice to six other churches that are tired of their pastor too. Then bundle up your pastor and send him to the church at the top of your list. If everyone cooperates, in one week you will receive 1,643 pastors. One of them should be perfect.   Have faith in this letter. One church broke the chain and got its old pastor back in less than three months.] (http://www.my-pastor.com)  

God’s blessings to you all!         






                 
Pastor Robin
To my new sisters and brothers in Christ at Faith,

Thank you so much for all the cards, gifts, and best wishes.  It was nice to see so many of you there at my ordination in Wilmington and my installation here in Jackson last week.  Thank you for being there to help me celebrate these very important days in my ministry.  The reception following the installation service was outstanding!  My family and friends visiting that day have all commented how great the food was and how friendly you all are.  I look forward to our ministry together and serving you as your pastor.

God’s blessings and love,

Pastor Robin
Faith Events: February 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30;

Jackson Min. Assoc.-12:30- Cardo’s
	
	
	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion


	
	WELCA – 10:00 AM

	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC


	
	 

	13
	14
	15
	               16      
	               17     
	18
	19

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship;
 Church
Council meets
	Valentine’s 
Day[image: image1.jpg]



	Women of Faith - 6:30
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	20
	21
	22
	               23             
	24
	25
	26

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion

	President’s
Day
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	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	27
	28
	29
	
	
	
	

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship

	
	
	
	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening
**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning
Serving in February


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


February 6   Chris Fraley


February 20   Lynn Boothe  








Serving in February


Readers


February 6 – Micky Flaker


February 13 – Norma Hollingshead


February 20 – Lynn Boothe 


February 27 – Chris Fraley











