Life of Faith Newsletter                                              
December 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
[image: image1.jpg]] 5
“ Orom Pastor's /

% Heart




[image: image2.jpg]



Celebrations

                      Birthdays


                

Anniversaries
12/2  Heath Thacker
       12/15 Will Chose
       

12/22 Michael & Peg Grimes
12/7  Jamie Mauch
       12/20 Bob Swank


12/28 Ron & Paulette Cheatwood

12/9  Tiffany Morgan        12/24 Jeanie Graetz

12/11 Ron Cheatwood       12/24 Chris Fraley


12/13 Emily Mauch
       

12/15 Stacy Mauch
       

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
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“Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.”  Mark 13:33


  As we enter the Advent season, a season of anticipation and preparation and the beginning of the church year, we are again reminded that God comes to us.  God came to us in the form of Jesus, many years ago in Bethlehem, and continues to come to us now in Word and Sacrament.  During Advent, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus who came into the world as both God and man so that our sins might be forgiven.  And we anticipate the day when Jesus will return to Earth and look forward to that time with hope because through our faith we know that this means the beginning of a new life with Christ for eternity. 
Scripture readings during Advent invite us into the presence of the Holy One.  We listen to the voices of old predicting the birth of the Christ child and celebrate with gladness the great promise in Advent.  In our readings though, we also hear a strong prophetic tone of accountability and judgment on sin.  The coming King will rule, save, and judge the world.  The parable of the bridesmaids expresses well the spirit of Advent.  There is profound joy at the Bridegroom’s expected coming, and yet we are warned to prepare and be ready.

Jesus is not only a historical figure from the past and our hope for the future. He actually comes to us each and every day of our lives. Jesus was there when we were conceived in our mother’s womb. We were taken up in God’s arms and made God’s beloved children in Holy Baptism.  Through parents and pastors, relatives, friends, teachers, and fellow Christians, God teaches us, cares for us, and helps us to grow. Through the preaching of God’s Word, God causes faith to grow in our hearts. Countless times, our sins are forgiven and we are fed with the body and blood of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. Every time we gather to worship, God meets us to give these good gifts.  In Advent, we remember that Jesus doesn’t wait in heaven for us to seek Him, accept Him, repent, or do good works that please Him. As our Good Shepherd, Jesus searches for us until He finds us. Jesus comes for us—here and now. He’s by our side in the struggles of our lives with His good gifts and the Holy Spirit.

In our spiritual journeys as individuals and as a congregation, we affirm that Christ has come, that Christ is present in the world today, and that Christ will come again.  This acknowledgment provides a basis for “Kingdom ethics”, for holy living arising from a strong sense that we live "between the times" and are called to be faithful stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in the Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption," it also confesses its own responsibility as a people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to "love your neighbor as yourself."

See you in church!

           Pastor Robin
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Faith Lutheran church will be having their annual Christmas bake sale on December 3, 2011 from 9:00 AM till noon.
Also, donations are now being accepted on our Christmas tree for the Jackson Clothesline.  This year we are asking for socks and underwear.
[image: image5.wmf]Fundraising Information:  Please continue to participate in the Kroger Plus Community Rewards program.  We have earned $435.98 so far this year with 20 people participating, designating Faith Lutheran as the recipient.  We should be receiving another check shortly.  If you need assistance registering your Kroger Plus card, please contact Pastor Robin. Our Community Rewards checks go into our youth funds.  
Also, our congregation is registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  We just received a check for $17.08.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             _Date  
   Attendance          Offering
                       Oct. 2

      46
           $2,697.08

Nov. 6


59
        $2,543.63
Oct. 9

      42
           $1,255.83

Nov. 13

40
        $2,104.00
Oct. 16

      43
           $2,327.42

Nov. 20

40
        $1,560.00

Oct. 23

      41             $1,804.05

Nov. 27

48
        $1,625.02
Oct. 30

      40 
           $   890.00
     
      


   
[image: image6.wmf]Youth Encounter Quake Zone on January 27-29, 2012!  Six middle school and high school students from our congregation will be attending the Quake/Zone event in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in January.  Emily and Hayden Boggs, John and Jacob Oehler, Brianna Carter, Will Morgan, and Cameron Davis are planning to attend, along with Pastor Robin and Jamie Mauch.  We will be doing this event with Pastor Scott Baker at New Life Lutheran Church in Gallipolis and his youth group. 


Faith will be offering Midweek Advent services at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings beginning November 30th through the season of advent.  We will be using the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer for the liturgy and readings about Mary and Joseph from Walt Wangerin’s Book of God.  If you would like to attend these services and driving at night is a problem, please let Pastor Robin know and she will arrange transportation for you.  During Advent, choir practices will move up to 5:45-6:45 p.m.  

WELCA NEWS RELEASE

The women of Faith Lutheran met at the church on November 8, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  Those attending were:  Mary Lynn Vititoe, Carol Swank, Pastor Robin, Norma Hollingshead, Chris Fraley, Phyllis Michael, Hope Mauch, Beverly Morris, Karen Ingram, and Louise Mauch.  Carol opened the meeting with a prayer.  The guest speaker was Hope Mauch who talked to the women about places she has lived and experiences she had a military wife.  She also talked about her husband’s experiences and places he went to during World War II while serving in the Merchant Marines.  Louise shared with the group a “Thank You” card she received from Gwen Neff of the Newcomers Club for Faith Lutheran women hosting their meeting in October.  The women agreed to help pay postage for Christmas shoe boxes if there were not sufficient funds collected.  The women discussed the upcoming Christmas bake sale which will be on December 3, 2011 from 9:00 AM to noon.  The next meeting will be on December 13, 2011 and will be at 11:00 AM instead of 10:00 AM.  The suggestion was made to have the meeting at the church with a covered dish dinner and a $5.00 gift exchange.  All women of the church are cordially invited to attend.  The meeting ended by celebrating Hope’s birthday.  After the meeting the women packed Christmas shoe boxes.  Special thanks for those who helped to pack the Christmas shoe boxes or donated items/monetary gifts for this special church project.
December Events at Faith

Wednesdays Choir practice during Advent from 5:45 – 6:45PM.
Midweek Advent services begin at 7:00 PM on the four Wednesdays before Christmas.
Dec. 3 WELCA Bake Sale 9 AM—noon

Dec. 4 Confirmation class from 6:00 – 8:00 PM.
Dec. 7 Jackson Ministerial Association at 12:30 PM at Cardo's
Dec. 8 Jackson Food Pantry Board meets at 2:30 PM at CUMC
Dec. 11 Church council meets after worship; community Christmas Chorale program at 7:00PM @ First Baptist
Dec. 13 WELCA Christmas carry-in dinner at 11:00 AM
Dec. 18 Christmas Dinner and program immediately following the worship service; confirmation 6:00-8:00 PM
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 PM
Dec. 25 Worship service at 10:00 AM (no Sunday School)
NO Women of Faith this month

Notes from Carol
WELCA members will have a busy December. The annual bake sale will be held on Dec. 3 from 9--noon. Everyone is welcome to contribute baked goods. The Sock and Mitten Tree will be ready to receive donations on Nov. 27. This year we are asking for donations of socks and underwear.  A Christmas carry-in dinner with a gift exchange will take place on Dec. 13 at 11:00 AM at Faith. Gifts for the exchange should not exceed a $5.00 limit. AND remember, all of the female population of Faith Lutheran are considered members of WELCA...come and party. I'm making chicken tetrazinni as the main dish. I don't have a final count on the Christmas Shoe Boxes.
We have secured a new lower interest on our building loan through a modification that cost us $350.00, but it will be worth every penny of that $350.00. Our new interest rate is 4.75% for the next five years. This rate cannot go up more than 2% at the end of those five years. Our required payment has dropped to just shy of $500.00, but we will certainly attempt to continue to pay at our original payment level. This means that we will be paying considerably more on the principle with each extra dollar. AND we will always put money designated for the building loan toward the building loan.
On a sadder note, we did have to remove $4000.00 from our Edward Jones account to keep our checkbook from dipping lower than a $4000.00 balance that council requested, so that our Treasurer can feel comfortable dealing with bills. There is still a little over $4000.00 in the Edward Jones account. 
It is the time of year to think about budgets, and we are. There have been blue Estimate of Giving cards available. The purple vase is placed on our glass table to receive your card. Please prayerfully consider filling out one of these cards remembering all God has done for you.
The choir is practicing some very exciting music for this Advent/Christmas season. You won't want to miss listening to this joyful noise to the Lord.
Council has decided to hold our annual Christmas dinner and program on December 18 immediately following our morning worship service. This is a change from an evening dinner, but we hope this time change will make it possible for more of our members and their friends to attend. There will be more information available when plans gel.
Some less than fun to travel in weather could go along with this Christmas season. This is just a reminder that we will use our phone tree if we need to cancel our church service due to nasty conditions. We should be able to notify you no later than 8:00 if weather creates a real problem.
Faith Lutheran Church Council – special meeting minutes – October 16, 2011

Should we modify our building loan?

Information Shared:

·  The original loan:  $154,000 at 7 and 1/8% (2007) 

 Payment:  $1089.00

·  2009:  loan modified to a 6% fixed rate at a cost of $250.00.    Payment:  $789.00

·  Current balance on the loan:  $86,541.56

Modification we could request:  5% fixed for five years, then we don’t know what would happen to the percentage, but we may be able to restrict the percentage increase to no more than 2%, meaning 7% total.  There will be a modification fee - $430.00 to 800.00 was mentioned, but when Fred Mavis realized what we previously paid as a fee, he indicated this fee would be lower.  Payment:  $495.00--$496.00

After discussion, it was unanimously decided by the council members to pursue this modification with the stipulation that after five years, an interest rate increase could not exceed 2%.

In attendance:  Carol Swank, Bob Swank, Phyllis Michael, Mary Lynn Vititoe, John Ingram, Ron Cheatwood, Pastor Robin Wargowsky (Bob Oehler absent but in agreement)

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes - 11/13/2011

Called to order at 11:04 by President Carol Swank.

Mary Lynn presented the opening devotion.

Members present: Carol Swank, Bob Swank, treasurer, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood,  John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Robin Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the October 2 meeting were presented. Moved to approve  by Phyllis, seconded by Ron, accepted. The minutes of the October 16 special meeting were presented. Moved to approve by Phyllis, seconded by Mary Lynn, approved.

The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. Motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Mary Lynn, seconded by Ron. The report was accepted. While income held pretty steady, September and October did have extra expenses. No investments have been tapped but demand on the food pantry is still high. Improved sources of support for our food pantry have been received. Refinancing of our mortgage will allow more flexibility, however the general feeling is that we want to continue to maximize this payment as much as possible.

Council accepted with appreciation a donation from Ruby Reed's estate.

Beverly Morris will receive $100 for educational materials for the Wednesday Bible Study. A request for choir music and the needed outdoor light repair was tabled for further study. Sam Mauch will provide snow removal support.

Phyllis and Ron  will form the nominating committee for the two seats which will open for 2012. Both are eligible for a second term. They will be seeking candidates to run. Election will be at the January 22 annual meeting.

As we approach the end of the year, there is a flurry of extra activity. Envelopes for giving have been ordered. A budget committee headed by Phyllis and Mary Lynn will have to meet and plan for next year. An audit committee will need to review the books and report. It will be headed by Gary Vollrath and Carl Greever.

Support for synod was considered and it was moved by Ron that we give the same as last year. This was seconded by Mary Lynn and approved by council.

Worship Committee has recommended weekly Communion (unless Pastor is away) starting in 2012. Motion made by Phyllis to accept recommendation, seconded by Ron, Approved.

Advent Services are scheduled for 7 p.m. on Wednesdays starting Nov.30. Christmas Eve Service is planned for 7 p.m.
Our Annual Christmas Dinner and program is planned for Dec. 18 to follow the Sunday Service. Church will provide the meat with volunteers bringing covered dish sides. Karen Ingram is coordinating the program.

Pastor Robin presented her report which is attached.

There being no other business, Council adjourned, moved by Ron, seconded by Phyllis,  at 12:25 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted: 

John Ingram,

Council Secretary

A Church member’s self examination…


WHAT KIND of a church would my church be if every person were just like me?

HOW MANY worship services would we have had last year if everyone had stayed at home 


when I did?
HOW MANY times would an evening service or program been cancelled if no one had gone


except when I was there?
HOW MANY times would the Sunday School meet if it had met only when I sent my children?

HOW MUCH Christian instruction would the children of our community receive if everyone 


showed as much interest in it as I did?

HOW MANY of my neighbors would have been invited to worship or welcomed into the church


if everyone invited as many as I have?

HOW MANY prayers would have been offered for my pastor, my church, and my neighbors?

HOW MANY words of faith would have been shared with others?

WHAT KIND of a church would my church be if every person were just like me?

Walking Together 


I just received my new ELCA Good Gifts catalog and there are some great Christmas giving ideas, no matter how great or how strained your budget. One of my favorites is $10 for 10 chicks. Those 10 chicks will grow to lay eggs for an entire family and provide extra income as well. Or, $10 will purchase a mosquito net for a family in a malaria-prone area, blankets to keep a family of four warm after a disaster, a fruit tree seedling for food and shade, or a Bible and hymnal for a new or growing congregation. There is a lot a $10 gift can do!


$20 will buy a duck, one of the best natural pest controls and natural fertilizer producers around. And on the cover of this year’s catalog is a very happy little boy with an equally happy-looking pig. A gift of a pig is $30. 


The Good Gifts catalog has lots of other ideas, in all price ranges, for helping here and all over the globe: water and agriculture projects so that people can raise crops and feed themselves, health care,  missionary support, microloans and training, rebuilding after disasters. If you want to give, but do not know what to choose, consider giving “one important gift,” meaning that your gift will be used where needed most. In addition to the catalog, you can go online at www.elca.org/good gifts, or telephone 1-800-638-3522. You can also put your gift in an envelope, clearly mark what it is for, and put it in the offering plate. The counters and Bob will take it from there.


When you are thinking about Christmas giving, please don’t forget our church food pantry. We have a lot of hurting people right here in Jackson County, and every can of fruit, every bag of rice, every jar of peanut butter helps. Donations of food, or money, are welcome anytime.


And if you ever think that what you do does not make any difference, remember these words from Archbishop Desmond Tutu: “Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.”

However and whatever you choose to give this holy season, what a blessing you are!








Peg Grimes, mission interpreter

Women of Faith
Important!! Women of Faith will NOT meet in December. We will resume our study of Mark on January 17th, 6:30p.m. at the church. Start the New Year with us – WOF makes studying God’s word fun!

Greetings!  

As I write this report, I am thinking about all the things I'll be doing between now and the end of the year.  Once Thanksgiving is over, the two busiest weeks of the semester arrive and with them many papers and exams to grade.  There is also Christmas decorating, shopping, and wrapping to do.  And I can't forget all the traveling I'll be doing over the holiday season.  I am sure your holiday is as busy as mine and I wish you all a feeling of peace as we approach the new year.  In your moments of peace, find time to prepare yourself for the new setting, Setting Five, which we will be starting January 8 and using for the remainder of the month.  We'll be back to Setting One, a familiar setting, in February.  

We hope you have been enjoying the different voices singing the introit these past few weeks.  The introits have provided us with a new way to approach our time of worship.  Starting December 4 we will once again be shifting the beginning of our service ever so slightly.  We will be starting service with the announcements followed by the prelude and then Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness and the service as we know it.  Having the prelude after the announcements will help us all take a moment of silence to get ourselves ready for the service.  Speaking of singing, the a cappella choir will be providing special music during communion on the first Sunday of each month.  

One last note: magnifying sheets are now available.  If you would like to use one during the service, please let Pastor Robin or me know and we'll be happy to get one for you.  The Worship and Music Committee will meet again on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30.  The meeting is open to all.

Sincerely,

Heather Duda, Chair  
Faith Events December 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	                                  
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	WELCA
Bake Sale

9:00 - noon

	4
	                  5     
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship & Communion; 

Confirmation Class 6-8 pm
	
	
	Noon Bible Study; 12:30 Ministerium @ Cardo’s
5:45 choir practice 

Advent service

7:00pm


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC
	
	

	              11
	12
	13
	                14                                                   
	         15                                                 
	16
	17

	9am Sunday School;      
10 Worship; 
Church Council


	
	11am WELCA

Christmas 

Dinner


	Noon Bible Study;  
5:45 choir practice 

Advent service

7:00pm


	
	
	

	              18
	19
	              20
	                21                                                         
	22
	23
	            24                                            

	9am Sunday School; 
10 Worship & Communion; 

Christmas 

Dinner; 

6:00 – 8:00 Confirmation 
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;  
5:45 choir practice 

Advent service

7:00pm


	
	
	Christmas
Eve

Service

7:00 pm

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	10:00 am
Worship & Communion
	Office Closed
                           
	 
	Noon Bible
Study; 
6:30 choir 

practice
	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Wednesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in December


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


December 4    Bob Oehler 


December 18  Jamie Mauch








Serving in December


Readers


December 4             Heather Duda 


December 11            Jamie Mauch


December 18       Norma Hollingshead


December 24           Judy Vollrath


December 25	       Robin Swank








