Life of Faith Newsletter                                              
November 2011 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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      Celebrations

Birthday





Anniversaries

11/7   Hope Mauch   11/15 Darren Ingram

11/6   Joe & Bonnie Churak

11/14 Helen Owen    11/23 Rachel Ingram 

11/30 Harold & Suzanne Jenkins

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak… 11He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.  Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2b, 3b-4,7,11a

Fall is my absolutely, positively, favorite time of the year!  I’ve been on the road a lot the last couple of weeks and have been thoroughly enjoying the fall colors.  The splendor of God’s creation is unmatched – God is surely the best artist in the world!  Looking at all the beauty that surrounds us, one has to wonder how some people could doubt God’s presence in the world.  As author Cathy Irvin puts it, “When people say there is no God, I know they do not see with eyes like mine. They must see a plain, white canvas or a black drop cloth and not the blue skies that fade into light pink in the evening. Nor do they see the flowers that no paint on any artist’s palate could attempt to match or the trees that were each given a certain color leaf to change into when autumn arrives. ‘No God,’ they say. It is just that they do not know the Master of the seasons, the One who has created such magnificent displays of perfect art.” 

The beauty of autumn and the changing seasons in nature are similar to our Christian lives.  If trees did not let go of their dying leaves, they would not be able to receive the blessings of new life in the springtime, nor would they be able to help with the growth of new trees.  In Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Luther talked about the process of daily dying, and rebirth and renewal through the Holy Spirit.  The changing seasons in my own life from nurse to seminarian to pastor have given me an opportunity to constantly assess my vocation and the deep Spirit-filled urges that have led me on my journey to ordained ministry.  I am thoroughly enjoying being a pastor… and being your pastor.  What a privilege it is to be invited into your lives and accompany you on your life journeys, wherever those journeys lead.  

As we continue to appreciate the power of the changing seasons, may we draw on God’s providence and spirit to guide us through the seasons of our own life.   

See you in church!

           Pastor Robin 
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As most of you know by now, Ruby Reed died early in October at the age of 88.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Judy and Gary Vollrath in this time of loss.     
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Fundraising Information:  Please continue to participate in the Kroger Plus Community Rewards program.  We have earned $265.00 so far this year with 20 people participating, designating Faith Lutheran as the recipient.  If you need assistance registering your Kroger Plus card, please contact Pastor Robin. Our Community Rewards checks go into our youth funds.  
In need of a beautiful 2012 wall calendar?  We are selling 2012 calendars for $6.00/calendar.  These calendars have beautiful professional photographs, along with inspirational scriptures.  They make great Christmas gifts!  The funds will go towards the Youth Encounter/Zone trip to Pittsburgh planned in January.  

Also, our congregation is registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.

Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
           Attendance     Offering
             


_Date  
   Attendance            Offering
                        
Sept.4

      57
           $2,033.00

 
Oct. 2

46
        $2,697.08
Sept. 11
      45
           $1,094.94
 

Oct. 9

42
        $1,255.83
Sept. 18
      35
           $1,207.12
 

Oct. 16

43
        $2,327.42

Sept. 25
      47              $2,794.74
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All Saints Sunday – November 6th  The 1st Sunday in November is observed in our church as All Saints Sunday.  On that morning, all those who have lost a loved one in death during this past year (since the 1st Sunday in November one year ago) are invited to be with us in worship, as we remember those who have died in the Prayers of the Church.  If you have a loved one (family member or friend) who has died in the past 12 months whom you would like remembered on November 6th, please add his/her name on the paper on the table in the narthex or contact Pastor Robin or Jamie (740) 286-3711.
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 Youth Encounter Quake Zone on January 27-29, 2012!  Six middle school and high school students from our congregation will be attending the Quake/Zone event in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in January.  So far Emily and Hayden Boggs, John and Jacob Oehler, Brianna Carter, Will Morgan, and Cameron Davis are planning to attend, along with Pastor Robin and  
Jamie Mauch.  We will be doing this event with Pastor Scott Baker at New Life Lutheran Church in Gallipolis and his youth group.
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Faith will be offering Midweek Advent services at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings beginning November 30th through the season of advent.  We will be using the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer for the liturgy.  If you would like to attend these services and driving at night is a problem, please let Pastor Robin know and she will arrange transportation for you.  During Advent, choir practices will move up to 5:45-6:45 p.m.  

On Wednesday, November 23rd from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m, there will be a community Thanksgiving dinner at the Jackson High School Commons.  Volunteers are needed to donate frozen turkeys and food items (see list on flyer in Narthex) or money, to help with food preparation, serving, and clean-up and to deliver meals to home-bound individuals.  If you would like to participate in this event, please let Jamie or Pastor Robin know before November 13, 2011.  
                                  FAITH WELCA NEWS RELEASE
The women of Faith Lutheran met at the church on October 11, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  Those attending were:  Carol Swank, Norma Hollingshead, Pastor Robin, guest speaker Lori Owen, and Louise Mauch.
The guest speaker was Lori Owen who gave a very informative presentation on Elizabeth’s Hope.  Elizabeth’s Hope is an agency that provides free services to females who are pregnant.  Some services offered are:  consulting, baby supplies, maternity supplies, parenting program, etc.  The agency is located in Jackson at 151 W. Main Street.  The women discussed that after their next meeting which is November 8, 2011, they will pack Christmas shoe boxes.  Those wishing to help by packing boxes are welcome to stay.  If anyone wishes to donate either money or supplies for the boxes, they need to have them at the church by that date so the shoe box can be completed to be sent.  The women discussed the upcoming Christmas bake sale which will be on December 3, 2011 from 9 to noon.  The women of Faith Lutheran will host the Newcomers meeting which will be held on October 13, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  Pastor Robin will give a presentation on how she came into the ministry, the history of Lutherans, and the history of Faith Lutheran.  There will be a brunch provided by the women of the church after the presentation.
Council Meeting 10/02/2011

Called to order at 11:19 by President Carol Swank, who presented the opening devotion.

Members present: Carol Swank, Bob Swank, treasurer, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Ron Cheatwood, Bob Oehler, John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Robin Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the September meeting were presented. Moved to approve by Phyllis, seconded by Mary Lynn, accepted. 
The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. Motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Bob, seconded by Ron. The report was accepted.  
The question of refinancing the loan for our new building and would there be any advantage to do so. Pastor and Carol volunteered to look into the possibilities. 
The piano has been acquired. It has been installed next to the organ. 
The question of having a Church Copyright license is not fully resolved. The matter remains tabled for further study.

Committee Reports

Stewardship was seeking counters. Takes about a half hour after service to count offering and make deposit. We now have four sets, serving a month term which should keep any one pair from “burnout.”  
Property committee still has to fix the roof leak. The shingles of the original building are in good condition, but two vents need attention. Our outdoor lighting needs to be fixed; Ron has discussed alternatives with the original supplier. No final decision on actual repair or replacement yet. Our “big” sign was discussed further. It has been “cleaned out” but final decision has not been made.  
Worship Committee is meeting October 4th at 6:30.A pet blessing is planned for 3:00 on October 2nd. And a Healing Service is planned on October 16th.  
Education Committee reports that our Sunday School is under way. Pastor has started a Confirmation class. It is possible that some of our youth might join Pastor Baker's group for a field trip.  
Pastor Robin presented her report which is attached.

There being no other business, Council adjourned at 11:54 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted: 

     John Ingram, Council Secretary

NOVEMBER EVENTS
A cappella choir at 6:00 and choir at 6:30 on Nov. 2, 9, and 16 (probably not the Wed. night before Thanksgiving)  When advent services start Nov. 30, a cappella choir at 5:15 and choir at 5:45.  
Noon Bible study on Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30.  No Bible study on Nov. 23rd.
Nov. 2 JMA at Cardo's at 12:30 PM
Nov. 6 All Saints Sunday; Eastern Standard Time resumes

Confirmation Class – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Nov. 8 WELCA at 10:00 AM; Election Day
Nov. 10 Jackson Food Pantry Board at 2:30 PM at CUMC
Nov. 12 Synod Council
Nov. 13 council meets
Nov. 15 Women of Faith at 6:30 PM

Nov. 20 Community Thanksgiving Service at Holy Trinity Church at 7:00 PM
  Confirmation Class – 5:00 – 6:30 (note time change)

Nov. 22 Worship Committee meeting at 6:30
Nov. 23 Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Jackson High School, 4:30 – 6:00
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving--office closed the 24th and 25th 
Nov. 27 first Sunday in Advent: Pastor/Parish Committee meets after worship

Nov. 30 Wed. evening Advent Services begin--7:00 PM
Notes from Carol
In response to a rumor that interest rates on housing loans have been dropping and with approval from council, Pastor and I visited Fred Mavis at the Ohio Valley Bank to discover if we might be able to lower our building loan interest rate. Here is what the bank is willing to do for a $350.00 modification fee. Our fixed interest rate will be lowered from the present 6%--we negotiated this rate in 2009 with a modification fee of $250.00--to 4.75% for five years. After the five years are up, this rate will change...most assuredly going up. BUT it was mentioned that we could restrict this increase to 2% by including that stipulation in our modification. Our remaining time to pay off the loan will still be the current 25 years as we are not refinancing, just modifying. This modification will lower our monthly payment to around $496.00. A lower payment means that more of the extra $$ we pay will go against the principle. Currently our required payment is $789.--, and our treasurer, at least so far, has been able to keep paying the original $1089.-- a month payment, putting $300.00 extra against the principle each month. We are really doing quite well at retiring this loan. In the 5 years we've been facing this repayment, we have whacked the original loan from $154,00.00 down to our current balance of $86,541.56. In a special council meeting on October 16, council gave its permission for this modification to be pursued. We will check with the other banks to ascertain if any of them might be more helpful. One way or the other, we are determined to find an available lower interest rate.
You may have noticed we are not having an orchestrated Financial Stewardship "dinner drive" like we organized last fall; however, we will be distributing some kind of pledge card fairly soon. We need this information to help guide us through our budget preparation for 2012. The financial stewardship crew will make a short presentation that includes information about the 2% Synod endorsed raise in Pastor's salary, the status of our building loan, and speculation about utility costs during the announcements on a Sunday morning in November. Please keep Faith Lutheran Church in your prayers as you plan your own budget.
A maybe not so subtle reminder to every member...The means to voice your thoughts about all church activities, worship, etc. are in place. Make a private appointment with Pastor Robin, or speak with any member of council, or speak directly to any member of the committee that deals with the area of your concern. Our committees are as follows: Pastor/Parish Relations (chair--Roseanna Hughes), Education (no chair designated), Worship (Heather Duda), Stewardship (Bob Swank), Property (Bob Swank), Service (Jamie Mauch), and Fellowship/Evangelism (Roseanna Hughes and Karen Ingram). The Nominating Committee for the January 2012 council election will be co-chaired by Phyllis Michael and Ron Cheatwood. Both of these folks are eligible to run again, but we should probably try to give Ron a break. An Audit Committee will be organized in January to check our books before the January 22 annual meeting. Please don't let an issue important to you fester and alienate you from the group. 
Speaking of committees, many members of our congregation are facing ongoing health issues and could use new blood to help out during these intense times. We especially need to be ready to help out the Fellowship/Evangelism Committee. Volunteers please speak with Roseanna.
After the adjournment of our November 8 WELCA meeting, those who wish to help will assemble Christmas Shoe Boxes. Every member of the congregation and all of your friends are welcome. 
You may bring donations toward the contents of these boxes, empty boxes, wrapping paper, rubber bands, the start of a box, etc. on this day. If you wish to donate money for postage, that will be greatly appreciated. These shoe boxes will be delivered to the central loading location during the week of November 14--18. 
We have the new to us piano in our sanctuary. Both of our pianos have been tuned at a cost of $320.00. The piano in the sanctuary has been tuned to the organ. The very old upright piano in the Fellowship Hall is not repairable. I believe Bob Oehler is going to claim it for the keys. Soon, please soon.
With the predicted onset of much higher energy costs, I will be discussing the idea of some kind of use policy with council. Any input?
We do continue to find unlocked doors, lights on, trash not taken out, etc. If you're a member of a group using the church, please remind group members to be vigilant.
And I dislike being picky, BUT, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do not put trash in our outside receptacles unless it's in a garbage bag. If the trash is not in a bag, easy to remove, it gets left in the can. The trash collectors do not pick up the can and dump it into the truck. They reach in and remove bags.
On a lighter note, enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday, definitely remembering our gracious God.
Walking Together 

We’ve all heard the phrase “Let’s talk turkey,” and in just a few short weeks, we’ll be doing just that for Thanksgiving. But right now, let’s talk peanut butter! 

That lunchbox staple, a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, could almost be called one of the basic food groups here in America. And yet, we know we have hungry people right here in Jackson County. We have hungry people in Ohio.  And in some parts of the world right now, drought conditions are so severe that food of any kind is a luxury item. The UN estimates that in the Horn of Africa and East Africa there are 11.6 million people at risk, including 2.2 million malnourished children. Some of those millions are refugees, and some have walked up to 30 straight days and hundreds of miles to find food and water.

As people of God, we feel compelled to help. We remember Jesus and his family were refugees in Egypt. We know Christ has called us to care for the hungry, the homeless, the stranger, the “least of these.”  But it is hard to grasp the idea of 11.6 million people. And how can we help feed them and the hungry in Ohio and the hungry here in Jackson County, especially when for many of us, providing food and shelter for our families takes virtually all the income we have.

The good news is that we are helping, and helping productively, through our weekly offerings here at Faith. A portion of our giving is sent to the synod level; one of the programs supported at the synod level is the LSS Food Pantry. The Southern Ohio Synod – and we are the SOS -- has a stationary pantry location in Lancaster and a mobile food pantry that visits 4 southeastern Ohio counties on a regular basis. I have friends who volunteer their time and talents with this ministry, and they see firsthand how much that food is appreciated. 

A portion of the weekly offering that we send to the synod is forwarded to the national level; a portion of that money supports world hunger programs. The ELCA has learned through trial and error that the most effective response is done through relationship and that the local population is almost always the best resource for determining and implementing the needed response. And so, in the drought and famine in Africa, the ELCA is working through the Lutheran World Federation and our companion churches in the affected areas. We are the ELCA, and we are there.

Now, I said I wanted to talk peanut butter. The first Sunday of each month is our designated Sunday for supporting our own food pantry right here at Faith, and we know more and more people are coming in for help. When you are at the grocery store this week, think about picking up a jar of peanut butter for Faith’s food pantry. It’s an easy thing to do, and it will make a difference. Or, if you prefer, put some money in an envelope, mark it Faith Food Pantry, and put it in the offering plate and our terrific counters and treasurer will take it from there. Special offerings for the LSS Food Pantry and World Hunger are also always appreciated, of course. Again, put it in an envelope, mark it LSS Food Pantry or World Hunger, and the counters and treasurer will make sure it is sent on.

United with our Christian brothers and sisters, we are making a difference through our prayers, our gifts, and our support. “God’s work. Our hands.” The ELCA signature has never been more meaningful. What a blessing you are!

Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Women of Faith
We continue our exploration of the Book of Mark on Tuesday, November 15th. As usual, we will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the church. Each study unit is complete, so if you missed the first two, come now and learn with us. Better still, come and bring a friend! 

“Life is hard – but God is good and heaven is real.” 


                                       


Billy Graham
Worship and Music Committee 
Greetings!  The Worship and Music Committee met on Tuesday, October 4.  Our big point of discussion was weekly communion.  As you know, last month I wrote a letter about weekly communion for the newsletter.  Based on the feedback I received, the committee decided to endorse weekly communion.  Although I heard from folks on both sides of the issue, the majority of feedback was in favor of weekly communion.  However, please keep in mind that you do not have to commune if you do not wish to do so.  You are always welcome to stay seated and enjoy a quiet moment of peace; communion has many definitions and you are communing with God even when you are not at the rail receiving the sacrament.  
Also, you may have noticed that different people have been leading the introit/call to worship and the psalm.  If you are interested in doing either/both, please contact me or Pastor and we will sign you up.  You do not have to sing to participate.  
I have one last note.  For several months now I have been gearing the congregation up for Setting Five in January.  It is a lovely setting and one that I hope everyone will at least try with an open heart if not enjoy.  Because the first Sunday in January falls on New Year’s Day, we have decided to wait until January 8 to start Setting Five.  (There will still be worship on January 1, though.)  We will start Setting One in February.  

Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 22 at 6:30.  All are welcome to attend. 

Heather Duda
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Faith Events November 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1
	                 2                 
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;6:00
A Cappella;  6:30 choir practice 

Ministerial meeting - 12:30-Cardo’s
	
	
	

	6
	                 7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	All Saints Sun

9am Sunday School;
10 Worship & Communion; 

Confirmation Class 6-8 pm
	
	10am WELCA
Election Day
	Noon Bible Study; 6:00 
A Cappella; 6:30 choir practice 


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC
	
	Synod
Council

	              13
	14
	15
	          16                                                     
	               17                                           
	18
	19

	9am Sunday School;      
10 Worship; 
Church Council


	
	6:30pm Women of Faith


	Noon Bible Study;  6:00 
A Cappella; 6:30 choir practice

	
	
	

	              20
	21
	               22
	               23                                                   
	24
	25
	             26                                     

	9am Sunday School; 
10 Worship & Communion; 5-6:30pm Confirmation 
7pm Com. Thanksgiving
Service
	
	6:30 Worship & Music Committee
	Noon Bible Study;  6:30 choir practice;
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

	Thanksgiving
Church office closed
	Church office closed
	

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship

First Sunday in Advent; Pastor/Parish Committee meets
	                           
	 
	Noon Bible
Study;  5:15 
A Cappella; 5:45 choir practice 
Advent Service -7pm
	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Wednesday evening and Sat. morning

Serving in September


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


November 6    Kim Johnson  


November 20  Susan Morgan








Serving in September


Readers


November 6             Kim Johnson


November 13            Bob Oehler


November 20           Hope Mauch


November 27           Karen Greever











