Life of Faith Newsletter                                              
January 2012 church email address: faithlutheranchurchjackson@gmail.com
Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.
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                                                         Celebrations!

Birthdays








Anniversary 
1/7 Briana Carter






1/4 Greg & Brenda Shope


1/9 Lisa Mauch


1/14 Nick Leali


1/6 Billy & Kimberly Johnson


1/12 Alexander Leali

1/27 Mike Fraley





1/13 Christopher Tinker

1/30 Roseanna Hughes

Welcome to baptized  membership Billy Johnson and Mike 








Fraley!
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
.  17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything[image: image3.jpg]


 old has passed away; see, everything has become new!   2 Corinthians 5:17

                 






                           “Everything has become new!”  It always seems a little weird thinking about the “New Year” in January when one works for the church, because, for the church, our “New Year” began the first week in Advent (the Sunday after Thanksgiving).  But for the rest of the world… January first is the real “New Year” and it is about this time, that people are thinking of all the things they have accomplished in the year just completed, and about all the things they plan to accomplish in this upcoming year. I too am looking forward, realizing that what carries me into the future, is that which has already been accomplished: The birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ so all of God’s children are reconciled with creation and able to fully live into the promise of God in the world.
Having said all that… What could a new year bring to your front door? What joys and challenges await you in 2012? Will this be a pivotal year with exciting new vistas to explore? Or will 2012 require you to grind out another year in sameness and obscurity and worries? Will you meet a new lifelong friend or lose one? Will your investments succeed beyond your wildest dreams or will your meager fortune be ravished by hard economic times? Will you discover a hidden strength that propels you into a new direction, or will you experience lessons of failure that will temper your heart?  Do health concerns make it difficult to be excited about a new year?  
The answers to these and many more questions remain a mystery still to be unraveled in the scroll of God’s plan for our lives. Jesus had some great advice for people like us who tend to worry about the future:

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”   Matthew 6:25-27

The worry-free life Jesus spoke of doesn’t remove our responsibility to work hard, be diligent, value ingenuity and remain patient. Neither does Jesus’ promise have any small print that says, “Void during a crisis.” What Jesus told us is that we are “more important’ – “more important” - and “more valuable” to God than anything that could possibly worry us. For in God all things are possible, and together, through the grace of God, we live into this promise.  Now that should bring peace to our hearts as we think about our life in the future tense!

Don’t let the silent thief of worry claim 2012! Take back your future by placing your faith in God who considers you more valuable and more important than anything you could ever imagine or worry about!
As we begin the new calendar year and our second year of ministry together, may you be surrounded by peace, joy, hope and love as you respond to God’s grace in love.  See you in church!
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Pastor Robin 

Thank you so much for all the Christmas cards, gifts, and goodies.  They were greatly appreciated! 
And a special thanks to Beverly and the choir for all their extra work not only working on a Christmas Cantata but learning Holden Evening Prayer for our midweek Advent services!  Pastor Robin
[image: image5.wmf]Fundraising Information:  Please continue to participate in the Kroger Plus Community Rewards program.  We have earned $435.98 so far this year with 20 people participating, designating Faith Lutheran as the recipient. If you need assistance registering your Kroger Plus card, please contact Pastor Robin. Our Community Rewards checks go into our youth funds.  Also, our congregation is registered with the online Good Search program.  By using the Good Search program for your internet searches, the church earns money for each search and also a small percentage if you shop using the Good Search/Good Shop program.  We recently received a check for $17.08.  For more details, contact Pastor Robin.  If you are on the internet a lot, please use the Good Search program, and designate Faith Lutheran Church, Jackson as your cause.  More information can be found at http://www.goodsearch.com.
Attendance/Offering Information

  Date  
       Attendance     Offering
              
Date  
   
Attendance          Offering
                               Nov. 6

59
        $2,543.63

Dec. 4

       49

     $2,198.08
Nov. 13
40
        $2,104.00

Dec. 7*                   25                  $       8.00
Nov. 20
40
        $1,560.00

Dec. 11
       34

     $1,010.00
Nov. 27
48
        $1,625.02

Dec. 14*
       19

     $
30.00
Nov. 30*
18
        $     22.00    
      
Dec. 18
      55

   $2,159.00


*Midweek Advent Services


Dec. 21*
       12


- 
     
      


  

 
Youth Encounter Quake Zone on January 27-29, 2012!  Six middle school and high school students from our congregation will be attending the Quake/Zone event in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in January.  Emily and Hayden Boggs, John and Jacob Oehler, Brianna Carter, Will Morgan, and Cameron Davis are planning to attend, along with Pastor Robin and Jamie Mauch.  We will be doing this event with Pastor Scott Baker at New Life Lutheran Church in Gallipolis and his youth group. 


Notes from Carol
We celebrated together with our annual Christmas dinner and program on Dec. 18 following worship. The program was fun (thanks, Karen) and the food was great (thanks, Phyllis and Mary Lynn for preparing the ham and dealing with the gifts for our youngsters) Many more members worked together to make this day a joyful experience---thanks to all!
We are ready to plunge into 2012! We've had Pastor Wargowsky for very close to a year now, and we are moving forward with our many commitments. We are starting the new year with Setting 5. We are familiar with parts of this setting; it should not be a complete shock. We will also begin having Communion every Sunday. Our Worship Committee recommended this course of action, and council has endorsed it. This means a bit more work for those who volunteer to assist, but this is not really a major time consuming event.
The Stewardship Committee has created a budget for 2012 that council will present to the congregation for an acceptance vote at our Jan. 22 annual congregational meeting. As almost always happens to our budget, you will note almost immediately that we expect to spend a great deal more than we can presently predict for income. WE do have the money in savings of one form or another that will/would deal with this difference if we don't "find" this money some other way. We will forge ahead financially through 2012.
Volunteers....we need volunteers to read, assist with communion, lead the psalm, usher, collect trash, etc., etc. All these kinds of things really take very little of your time, please help out where/when you can.
Remember to pray. Many of our church members need your prayers. Many folks in our geographic area need our prayers. AND there are so many issues out there that could use prayer.
Please plan to attend our Jan. 22 annual congregational meeting.
January Events at Faith

Jan. 1 worship as usual
Jan. 2 office closed
Jan. 4 JMA at Cardo's at 12:30 PM
Jan. 4, 11, 18, and 25 noon Bible study; choir at 6:30 PM (a cappella choir resumes at 6:00 PM on Jan. 11th) 
Jan. 8 council meets; Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Jan. 10 WELCA at 10:00 AM; Worship Committee at 6:30 PM
Jan. 12 Jackson Food Pantry Board at 2:30 PM at CUMC
Jan. 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day -- office closed
Jan. 17 Women of Faith at 6:30 PM
Jan. 22 Annual Congregational meeting after worship; Pastor/Parish Committee; Confirmation Class at 6:00
Jan. 27--29 Youth Excursion to Pittsburgh


Walking Together 

Periodically I receive an e-newsletter from the Southern Ohio Synod. The following story caught my eye because I met Deaconess Carmen at our last Lay School of Theology class, and because this is a good example of how our offerings are being used to bring the gospel to others right here in southern Ohio. 

“November 2011 marked the one year anniversary of the naming of Vida Eterna Iglesia Luterana, the mission development congregation in Fairfield, Ohio charged with the call to reach the growing Latino community in this area.

Since first introducing herself to the Latino community in Fairfield, Deaconess Carmen Colón-Brown has been busy setting up English as a Second Language (ESL) classes in three locations; establishing a Vida Eterna Iglesia Luterana Vision Screenings Program and Prevent Blindness Ohio Eye Exam & Eyeglasses event; helping advocate for Medicaid and SNAP programs; and most recently...WORSHIP!

All Souls Day brought 22 people to Vida Eterna. The majority was from the ESL classes, but four were from a lecture Carmen gave at Xavier University. Carmen is hopeful that the numbers will continue to grow during Advent.

Vida Eterna is made possible only through your generous Mission Support contributions. Please continue to give and to pray for Vida Eterna and our other mission development congregations in the Southern Ohio Synod. God's work is being done in small and big ways. Through your contributions and prayers, you are a part of this wonderful mission.”

Our offerings, prayers, and support continue to make a difference. What a blessing you are!

Peg Grimes, mission interpreter
Learning Opportunity: the Psalms

     Feeling joyous? Full of praise? Angry? Frustrated? Lonely? The Psalms have an “app” for every emotion! This winter and spring the Lay School of Theology will be exploring the treasure-trove we know as the Book of Psalms. Our instructor, Pr. Steve Kimpel, has an extensive background in Old Testament, and those of us who took “Old Testament Survey” with Pr. Steve also know his classes are fun and enjoyable.

     Class dates are February 4, March 10, April 14, and May 12, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The location is Calvary Lutheran Church, Chillicothe, and the cost is $50 for the course and under $15 for the text. Full details are on the narthex bulletin board, or contact Peg Grimes.

     “Understanding the Psalms” promises to be an interesting and meaningful learning experience. Why not join us? 

Women of Faith

    Don’t forget to mark your brand-new 2012 calendar: January 17th   is the next gathering of Women of Faith. We continue with our study of the book of Mark, and all women are welcome. You do NOT need to have attended previous sessions as each unit is self-contained. As usual, we will meet at the church, 6:30 p.m., weather permitting.


Joy is the echo of God’s life within us.
                                                 Faith Lutheran Church

Saved by God's grace and guided by God's holy word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.

Council Meeting 12/11/2011

Called to order at 11:07 by President Carol Swank.  Bob Swank presented the opening devotion.

Members present: Carol Swank, Bob Swank, treasurer, Mary Lynn Vititoe,  John Ingram, Phyllis Michael and Pastor Robin Wargowsky. 

The minutes of the November meeting were presented. Moved to approve  by Mary Lynn, seconded by  Phyllis, accepted.  The treasurer's report was presented by Bob Swank. Motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by John, seconded by Phyllis. The report was accepted.

Stewardship Committee: It was moved to put the advent service collection in with the regular Sunday collection. Moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by John, approved. It was also agreed that the Christmas collection would support the Community Homeless Committee unless otherwise specified on the envelope.

The proposed budget was discussed and it was recommended to the Congregation for approval. Moved by Phyllis, seconded by Mary Lynn, approved.  2012 contribution envelopes have arrived. They will be available for the Third Sunday in Advent service. Fellowship/Evangelism Committee: The church is providing meat for the Fellowship Dinner December 18th to be held after the Sunday Service. It will be ham and Phyllis and Mary Lynn said they would arrange it. Karen Ingram is arranging a program. Phyllis and Mary Lynn are taking care of the “gift bags.” for the youth, up to (and including) fifth grade.  Education Committee: Sunday School is in session however attendance varies from week to week. Confirmation class is proceeding and the youth trip to Pittsburgh is still on with some planning details still to be arranged.  Nominating Committee: Phyllis and Ron reported they have yet to fill a slate to their satisfaction for the two council seats. Slate must be ready for the annual meeting. The meeting is scheduled for January 22 immediately after the Sunday Service.  Property Committee: One estimate for lights for the parking area has been received. At $3800 for two poles with two lights on each and wire buried, it is a significant expense. This item was tabled for further study.  Council appreciates Gary Vollrath for his efforts to find and procure a Christmas Tree. It should be in place before the third Sunday in Advent.  Service Committee: Some grant money has been received to support our food pantry. Other support is still pending. The need in this area is still great.  Worship Committee: Weekly Communion (unless Pastor is away) starts in 2012. We will also be using Setting 5 in January. Wednesday Advent Services have been well attended. Peg Grimes will be in for Pastor Jan. 29th.  We have received a beautiful paschal candle from Pastor's internship church and it was “spruced up” by Bob Swank. It will be in place soon and used especially for the Easter season, funerals, and baptisms.

With the Annual Meeting Jan. 22nd closing fast, Committee and Group chairpeople are reminded that their reports must be in to Jamie Mauch by Jan. 8th for inclusion in the Church's Annual Report.   Council applauded Pastor's participation in community activities and noted that Council understood there are limits to time. When she feels it’s time to say, “no”, Council will support her decision.  Pastor presented her report of monthly activity, which is attached.  There being no other business, Council adjourned, moved by Mary Lynn, seconded by Phyllis, at 12:30 with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted: 

John Ingram, Council Secretary
WELCA NEWS 

The women of Faith Lutheran met at the church on December 13, 2011 at 11:00 AM.  Those attending were:  Chris Fraley, Carol Swank, Karen Ingram, Norma Hollingshead, Hope Mauch, Phyllis Michael, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Pastor Robin, Beverly Morris, and Louise Mauch.  The meeting opened with the reading of Luke chapter 2 about the birth of Jesus.  Special thanks was given to all who helped with the Christmas shoe boxes.  The women discussed where they wanted money they raised to go to. It was decided the following would receive donations from the women’s group.  Those receiving funds were:  World Vision for the purchase of animals to be donated to third world countries, Osterlein for their youth program, Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, the church’s food pantry, and the Jackson county homeless project.  The women discussed that during winter months, if the schools are closed, there would be no meeting that day.  If schools are delayed, there would be a meeting.  The women ended the meeting with sharing a carry in meal, exchanging gifts, and good fellowship.  The next meeting will be at the church on January 10, 2012 at 10:00 AM, weather permitting.  All women of the church are cordially invited to attend.
Faith Events January 2012
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1
	2
	3
	                  4                          
	5
	6
	7

	9am Sunday School;

10 Worship 


	
	
	Noon Bible Study;  

7:00pm

choir practice

	
	
	

	                8
	                  9              
	10
	11
	12
	                13
	14

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship; Church Council meeting;

Confirmation
Class 6-8 pm
	
	Worship/Music – 6:30
WELCA –
10:00 AM
	Noon Bible Study; Ministerium @ Cardo’s
6:00 a cappella choir; 6:30 choir practice 


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 2:30

-Christ UMC
	
	

	              15
	16
	17
	          18                                                         
	               19                                                  
	20
	21

	9am Sunday School;      
10 Worship 

	
	Women of Faith – 6:30

	Noon Bible Study;  
6:00 a cappella choir; 6:30 choir practice 


	
	
	

	              22
	23
	              24
	               25                                                                
	26
	27
	             28                                                

	9am Sunday School; 
10 Worship 
Congregational meeting, Pastor/Parishmeeting 

6-8 pm Confirmation 
	
	
	Noon Bible Study;  
6:00 a cappella choir; 6:30 choir practice 


	
	Youth Encounter
	Youth Encounter

	29
	30
	              31
	
	
	
	

	Youth Encounter

10:00 am
Worship 
	                           
	 
	
	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening

**Weight Watchers every Wednesday evening and Sat. morning
Serving in January


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


January 1    Bob Swank 


January 8   Mary Lynn Vititoe


January 15  Carol Swank


January 22  Bob Swank








Serving in January


Readers


January 1           Carol Swank 


January 8           Ruth Ann Neer


January 15         Suzanne Jenkins


January 22	  Bob Swank


January 29	  Jay Chose








