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Saved by God’s grace and 

guided by God’s holy Word,

we are called to be a blessing to others.

Celebrations


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Birthdays


      
             Anniversaries

1/1 Danielle Fowler
1/12 Alexander Leali

1/4 Greg & Brenda Shope 


1/1 Bill Meckstroth
1/13 Christopher Tinker





1/4 Zack Wiseman
1/14 Nick Leali


1/8 Naomi Marks

1/27 Mike Fraley


1/9 Lisa Mauch

1/30 Roseanna Hughes






1/10 Bethany Wiseman
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
245 EAST HURON STREET

JACKSON, OHIO 45640
(740) 286-3711
WELCA NEWS RELEASE
The women of Faith Lutheran church met at Pizza Hut on December 8, 2010 at 11:00 AM for their monthly meeting and Christmas party.  Those attending were:  Carol Swank, Mary Lynn Vititoe, Phyllis Michael, Roseanna Hughes, Karen Ingram, Ruth Chose, Chris Fraley, Norma Hollingshead, Hope Mauch and Louise Mauch.  Carol informed the group that she and Bob delivered 25 Christmas shoe boxes.  Mary Lynn volunteered to take donations from the sock and mitten tree to the food pantry.  Discussion was held about the upcoming Christmas bake sale on December 11, 2010 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Carol reminded the women that the annual Christmas church dinner will be on December 19, 2010 at 5:30 PM.  Mary Lynn moved to have the women purchase the ham for the dinner and was second by Norma.  Karen is making Christmas gift bags for the children.  The women voted on giving Karen some money to help buy candy for the gift bags.  The women decided to donate money they have earned to several agencies.  Those that will be receiving some financial help will be:  Faith Lutheran church food pantry; Jackson Ministerial Association Good Samaritan Fund; ELCA to purchase goats for a country in need; and Oesterlen Services for Youth.  The meeting concluded with the women exchanging gifts, playing a game and drawing for a door prize.  The women will have their next meeting on January 11, 2011 at 10:00 AM at the church.
FAITH LUTHERAN CHRISTMAS DINNER/PROGRAM
When you missed the Christmas dinner/program on the 19th, you certainly missed a ham filled evening.  Aside from the 18 pounds of ham to eat, we experienced many ham it up performances.  Melissa Boggs and, believe it or not, Hayden and Tomas started the program with a beautiful song which was followed by the read through of the play “No Room.”  Parts were assigned only moments before the read through, but each actor excelled in his/her interpretation of the character played.  And Gary Vollrath plopped down quite nicely.  (There is some hidden talent there!)  All our actors were definitely good sports playing to an appreciative audience.  The Friendly Beasts sang their story with much enthusiasm.  Thanks, Karen.  Beverly concluded the program with a delightful Christmas story.  Then we consumed a mighty fine dinner.  Thanks to everyone who made the program and dinner possible.  Our church’s dinner/program always helps signal how near Christmas is.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
It's another new year.  "Happy New Year!" will be said and heard for at least the first couple of weeks as the new year gets under way.  But the day celebrated as New Year's Day in modern America was not always January 1.  
The celebration of the new year is the oldest of all holidays.  It was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 years ago.  In the years around 2000 BC, the Babylonian New Year began with the first New Moon, actually the first visible crescent, after the Vernal Equinox --the first day of spring.  The beginning of spring is a logical time to start a new year.  After all, it is the season of rebirth, of planting new crops, and of blossoming.  January 1, on the other hand, has no astronomical or agricultural significance.  It is purely arbitrary.
The Babylonian new year celebration lasted for eleven days.  Each day had it's own particular mode of celebration, but it is safe to say that modern New Year's Eve festivities pale in comparison.
The Romans continued to observe the new year in late March, but their calendar was continually tampered with by various emperors so that the calendar soon became out of synchronization with the sun.  In order to set the calendar right, the Roman Senate, in 153 BC, declared January 1 to be the beginning of the new year.  BUT tampering continued until Julius Caesar, in 46 BC, established what has come to be known as the Julian Calendar.  It again established January 1 as the new year. But in order to synchronize the calendar with the sun, Caesar had to let the previous year drag on for 445 days.
Although in the first centuries AD the Romans continued celebrating the new year, the early Catholic Church condemned the festivities as paganism.  But as Christianity became more widespread, the early church began having its own religious observances concurrently with many of the pagan celebrations, and New Year's Day was no different.  New Years is still observed as the Feast of Christ's Circumcision by some denominations.
Since during the Middle Ages, the church remained opposed to celebrating New Years, January 1 has been celebrated as a holiday by Western nations for only about 400 years.
One of the traditions associated with New Years is the making of New Year's resolutions.  (In this case, resolution means--the act of reaching a firm decision to do something.)  This tradition dates back to the early Babylonians.  Popular modern resolutions might include the promise to lose weight or quit smoking.  However, probably all of us could include resolutions concerning our church, Faith Lutheran Church.  Resolutions such as: "I will attend church more often."  "I will introduce myself to visitors and make them feel welcome."   "I will read my Bible every day."  "I will thank God for my many blessings each day."  "I will listen, really listen to the sermon."  are appropriate.  As we are beginning a new year with a new Pastor, we can resolve to support her with encouragement, helpful suggestions/guidance, and unconditional love, the love that our Lord, Jesus Christ, has taught us to share with everyone.


(WARNING--this article uses information/sentences taken directly from the January Parish Paper, and it fits our present circumstances.)
Many of you read books by James Patterson and are probably familiar with his character, Alex Cross.  It did rather surprise me when the January Parish Paper used Alex Cross to make a point.  I guess I've never particularly associated James Patterson with religion.  The chief detective says, "You do what you are!  What you are on the inside always comes out!"  According to the editors of The Parish Paper, the technical term for Cross's adage is unconscious intent and this phenomenon operates in every sphere of life.  For example, why does a new pastor try to move the congregation toward a new set of priorities?  A fresh eye often sees reality more clearly.  BUT the new pastor also has a different unconscious intent than did the previous pastor.  
Do churches as a whole have an unconscious intent as well?  Yes, and that makes developing a compatible pastor-congregation leadership team incredibly complicated!  The unconscious intent of the pastor and people inevitably differs!
Every congregation has an unconscious intent.  This invisible guidance system exerts more power than the bylaws, the mission statement, or any other document.  Across the decades, congregations do what they are.  What they are on the inside always comes out.  The core lay-leadership group (that small group of  influential elected and unelected laypersons who call the shots and can veto any new idea) is the custodian of that unconscious intent.  This core lay-leadership group is a filter for truth, determining what the congregation believes and disbelieves, and controlling "how we do things around here."
Unconscious intent sometimes causes the core lay-leadership group to neglect the truth by focusing on the truth--the truth or focus essential to the congregation's effectiveness about three decades ago--and fail to provide ministries essential to today's circumstances.
Ancient "marks of the church" call for five ministries in every congregation:  proclamation, community/fellowship, service, teaching, and worship/communal prayer.  Yet, one of those five is more crucial to a church's ministry effectiveness than the other four in a particular decade--while another of the five is crucial to ministry effectiveness three decades later.  If unconscious intent blinds the core lay-leadership to that fact, they may confidently lead the congregation forward to mediocrity or extinction.  Every renewal movement in history--from Martin Luther to John Wesley to current efforts in mainline denominations--sings a different verse of the same song:  the tendency to neglect today's truth by focusing on yesterday's truth.
Every pastor has an unconscious intent.  Across the decades, pastors do what they are.  What they are on the inside always comes out.  Pastors focus primary energy on one of the five ministries.  The big question:  which of these five most helps the pastor's congregation connect people with Christ in this community at this point in history?   Answered wrongly, the pastor neglects the truth by focusing on the truth.
The congregation and pastor blend their unconscious intents to create ministries in their community.  A few months or a year after a new pastor arrives, the "honeymoon phase" ends.  Then the "getting to know you" phase begins.  During the next two to six years the core lay- leadership group begins learning the pastor's unconscious intent, and vice-versa.  In a good pastor-congregation match, compatibility emerges as the hopes and dreams of the two unconscious intents learn to live together.  In a bad pastor-congregation match, the incompatibility results in growing estrangement and eventual divorce.    
The following seven sources of conflict are among the most common during these two to seven years:   (1) how to ask for and spend financial contributions, (2) sex and sexuality, (3) worship styles, (4) clergy leadership style, (5) old versus new organizational structures, (6) a membership growth attitude versus a church survival attitude, and (7) internally focused ministries versus externally focused ministries.
As they blend their unconscious intents, pastors and core lay- leadership groups that achieve compatibility learn to tolerate ambiguities.  As clergy and core lay leaders attempt to mesh their unconscious intents toward a positive future for their congregation, they cannot escape months of ambiguity, complexity, uncertain outcomes, and the need for greater clarity.  These are major construction components of the road to effective ministry in their community.   There are a variety of tools available to help facilitate the complex blending process.
Effective pastors and lay-leadership groups become as conscious as possible of their unconscious intents.  Good questions to ask:  Who are you?   Why are you here? 
 (You can read The Parish Paper articles on the Southern Ohio Synod website.  I did abbreviate this one!     Carol)

Our very soon to be Pastor, Robin Wargowsky, will be ordained on Sunday, January 9, 2011 at 2:00 PM at the Faith Lutheran Church in Wilmington, Ohio.  The ordination is at Robin's home church-- these folks have supported Robin through Seminary.  It is understandable that they want this very important celebration scheduled at their church.  Since, naturally, we are invited to attend, you might like to have directions to 421 East Vine Street along with a phone number for the church.  The church's phone number is 937-382-2460.  The zip code is 45177 in case you wish to mapquest this address for yourself.  Here are the driving directions to 421 East Vine Street in Wilmington, Ohio:  
1.   Take US-35 West; pass Chillicothe (Depending on where you enter US-35 West, you'll travel close to 60 miles to the required exit.)  2.   Take the exit toward US-22/ Washington C H / US-62/ Hillsboro/ OH-3
3.   Turn left and go 0.2 miles
4.   Turn left onto US-22 West/ OH-3 South and travel 20.2 miles  (If you reach CR-22 you've gone a little too far.)
5.   Turn right onto N. Wall Street and go 0.3 miles  (N. Wall is 0.1 miles past College Street.)
6.   Turn right onto Prairie Avenue and go 0.03 miles
7.   Take the first left onto East Vine Street and go 0.01 miles  (If you reach Kathryn Drive, you've gone a little too far.)
8.   421 East Vine Street is on the right (If you reach Louise Street, you've gone a little too far.)
Predicted time for travel is 1 hour and 30 minutes

January calendar:
Jan. 2  Thank You party for Pastor Johnson
Jan. 3, 5, 7, and 8 Volunteer at the food pantry
Jan. 5  Jackson Ministerial Association meeting at Cardo's at 12:30 PM
Jan. 9  Church council  AND Robin Wargowsky's ordination at 2:00 PM in Wilmington
Jan. 11  WELCA at 10:00 AM
Jan. 13  Food Pantry Board at 9:00 AM at CUMC
Jan. 16  Pastor Robin Wargowsky's Installation during our morning worship with a reception following
Jan. 16  Ecumenical Service for Christian Unity at 7:00 PM at the First Presbyterian Church
Jan. 17  Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 23  Annual Congregational meeting

Notes from your council president, Carol:
We do wish to once again thank the members of our Call Committee for all the time and energy they each devoted to accomplishing a very significant task.  We have issued a call to candidate Robin Wargowsky, and she has accepted.   Since Robin must secure housing in Jackson before she begins serving as our pastor, Pastor Johnson will continue serving us until such time as Robin Wargowsky alerts us that she is settled in and ready to go.  We do have the following information:  Robin will be ordained on Sunday, January 9, at 2:00 PM in Wilmington, Ohio at their Faith Lutheran Church, 421 East Vine Street.  Of course, we are ALL welcome to attend!!!  Her installation will be held at our Faith Lutheran Church on January 16 during the regular morning worship service.  Some kind of reception will follow this installation ceremony.
We cannot forget what a major help Pastor Frank Johnson has been during our interim period.   Let's schedule a Thank You party for Pastor Johnson on January 2 following the service.  We’ll have a soup and sandwich in celebration of Pastor Johnson’s time with us.  I will make a huge pot of vegetable beef soup, and we’ll serve sandwiches and easy desserts with the soup.
A reminder---We hold our annual congregational meeting on January 23 immediately following the morning worship service.  We will hold an election for the two council seats that have expiring terms.  Don Morgan has served two terms and cannot be re-elected, and Carol Swank has served one term and can be re-elected.  People who have agreed to run for council are Suzanne Jenkins, Jamie Mauch, Bob Oehler, and Carol Swank.  And we do take nominations from the floor.  Any business may be discussed at this annual meeting.  
The Winter 2011 Lay School of Theology starts on February 12, 2011.  The course title is “Old Testament Survey.”  Classes are at the Calvary Lutheran Church at 74 West Main Street in Chillicothe, phone 740-773-1044.  The instructor, Pastor Steve Kimpel is pastor of Faith and St. Mark Lutheran Churches in Dayton, Ohio.  Tuition for the class is $50.00 plus you need the Bible and the book—a Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible—Fortress Press, 2007, cost $24.96 at Amazon.com.  (See the flyer on our bulletin board or check the Southern Ohio Synod website for more information.)
Walking together

Southern Ohio Synod Lay School of Theology
BEYOND SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR THE-PERSON-IN-THE-PEW


Maybe you never had the urge to attend seminary to become a pastor and lead worship, but you would like to go a little deeper than is possible at your Sunday School class.  This does not have to be a dilemma for you.


Southern Ohio Synod has an answer called Lay School of Theology.  Don’t let the word theology hold you back.  Theology is the way in which faith seeks to understand itself.  Sounds Lutheran doesn’t it.


Lay School is just that: a school where those who sit in the pew for Sunday morning worship-you, the ones next to you, the ones around you—have the opportunity to take courses to gain more understanding of how God has been, and is, at work in the lives of people of every age through his Word.


Qualified instructors have taught courses on the New Testament, Faith Formation, Worship, Introduction to Islam, Lutheran Heritage, History of United States and Canadian Christianity, Systematic Theology and Spirituality.


The courses are geared for the – person-in-the-pew and are offered twice a year, in the Fall and the Winter/Spring.  The class meets one Saturday a month for (4) months at Calvary Lutheran in Chillicothe.  Tuition Registration for each class is $50.00 plus a book that you would need to purchase.  Lunch is provided – a freewill offering will be received for the meal.
`
RENEWAL THROUGH WORSHIP
Through the exchange process in Lutheran worship we are renewed and energized to live our faith.

We begin by turning over to the Lord our sins, failures and needs.
Our Lord forgives us and clears away all obstacles between us.
We thank and praise our Lord Jesus for being so good to us in so many ways.

He teaches us through the lessons and sermon and grows our 

faith.

We declare our faith and trust in him through the Creed.

He offers himself personally and tangibly to us in the Lord’s

Supper.


Our offering is a statement that we are offering our total selves to him and his service.

He sends us forth with his blessing in the benediction.

We leave in joy and peace, renewed for service to him, his creation and his people.

This renewal process is why worship is the most important function of the church.

During the week personal and group devotions and the reading of the Bible and other faith literature are like booster shots for our faith life, supplementing the more comprehensive process of Sunday worship.

During the week we use the resources we have received through Sunday worship.  Therefore we return the next Sunday to be renewed and energized for the following week.

RECIPE FOR THE NEW YEAR

Take twelve fine, full grown months.
See that these are thoroughly free from old memories of bitterness, rancor, hate and jealousy.

Cleanse them completely from every chimming spite; pick off all pettiness and littleness.  In short, see that these months are as fresh and clean as when they first came from the great storehouse of time.

Cut these months into 30 or 31 equal parts.  This batch will keep for just one year.  Do not attempt to make up the whole batch at one time.

So many people spoil the entire lot this way.  But, prepare one day at a time as follows:

Into each day put twelve parts of faith, eleven of patience, ten of courage, nine of work (some people omit this ingredient and spoil the flavor of the rest), eight parts of hope, seven of fidelity, six of liberality, five of kindness, four of rest (leaving this out is like leaving the oil out of the salad) – don’t do it, three parts of prayer, two of meditation and one well selected resolution.  Then put in about a teaspoonful of good spirits, a dash of fun, a pinch of jolly, a jigger of laughter, a sprinkling of play and a heaping cupful of good humor.  Cook thoroughly in a fervent heat, garnish with a few smiles and a sprig of joy, then serve with sweetness, unselfishness, and cheerfulness and a happy new year is a certainty.

Faith Events: January 2011 
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	9am Sunday School
10 Worship & Holy Communion; Party for Pastor Johnson

	
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30

Jackson Min. Assoc.-12:30- Cardo’s


	
	
	 

	9
	10
	11
	               12
	              13
	14
	15

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship;
Church 
Council

Meeting 
	
	WELCA – 10:00 AM

	Noon Bible Study

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	Food Pantry Board meeting– 9:00

-Christ UMC


	
	

	16
	17
	18
	               19       
	20
	21
	22

	9am Sunday School; 10- Worship & Holy Communion

	
	
	Noon Bible Study

Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30


	
	
	

	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	9am Sunday School;
10 Worship
30
9am Sunday School;

10 Worship
	31
	
	Noon Bible Study;
Choir Practice

At 6:00/6:30;


	
	
	


**TOPS every Monday evening
**Weight Watchers every Tuesday evening and Sat. morning
Serving in December	


Holy Communion Set up/Serve


January 2     Mary Lynn Vititoe


January 16   Ron Cheatwood  








Serving in December


Readers


January 2 – Mary Lynn Vititoe January 9 – Phyllis Michael


January 16 – Ron Cheatwood  


January 30 – John Ingram











